Decision Paper
TO:

Hardin County Board of Education

FROM:
Nannette Johnson

DATE:  
September 11, 2013
SUBJECT:  
Request for Bluegrass Middle School 8th Grade Class Trip to Washington DC using a commercial carrier. 

1.  For Decision

2.  Purpose:  The 8th Grade Class Sponsors of Bluegrass Middle School are requesting permission 

     to take eligible members of the 8th Grade class on a trip to Washington, DC.  

3.  Background and Discussion.

Bluegrass Middle School instituted an 8th Grade class trip two years ago.  The 8th grade class
sponsors and administration have outlined a trip that would provide an educational 
experience, as well as, an opportunity that some students may not have the chance to
experience again.  An itinerary is outlined below.  We will contract with private carrier for             motor coach transportation.  

· Classes Participating:

The Field Trip will be offered to members of the 8th Grade Class.  Students have the opportunity to participate in several fundraisers to help pay for some of their trip giving every student the opportunity to attend.
· Washington, DC, Trip Itinerary: March 29 – April 2, 2014
Tour leaves BGMS early evening (3/29) and arrives in D.C. early the next morning (3/30).

First Day (3/30/13)

Breakfast en route (meal allotment)

Pick-up Guides (8:30 a.m.): Old Post Office

Washington Monument

White House Visitors Center

National Archives

Library of Congress

Supreme Court

Lunch (12 p.m.): McDonald’s Air & Space Museum

Smithsonian Institute

Air & Space Museum

National Museum of American Indians

Natural History Museum

American History Museum

Coach Pick-up (5:15 p.m.): American History Museum

Dinner (5:30 p.m.): National Place @ F & 13th St.

Illuminated Night Tour

Lincoln Memorial

Jefferson Memorial

Iwo Jima Marine Memorial

Kennedy Center

Back to Hotel by 9:30 p.m.  

Comfort Suites – Waldorf, 11765 Business Park Drive, Waldorf, MD 20601        301.932.4400

Curfew: 10:00 p.m.


Second Day (3/31/13)

Breakfast (6:30 a.m.): Hotel

Depart hotel (7:00 a.m.)

Pick-up Guides (8:30 a.m.): Old Post Office

Capitol Building Visitor’s Center

Embassy Row

National Zoo (see Pandas)

National Cathedral

Grant Memorial (Central Photo) – 11:30 a.m.

Lunch (12:00 p.m.): Ronald Reagan Building – 1300 Pennsylvania Ave.

Holocaust Museum (Story of Daniel)

World War II Memorial

Ford’s Theatre (3:00 p.m.)

Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial

Korean War Memorial

Vietnam War Memorial

FDR Memorial

Dinner (7:00 p.m.): Spirit Cruise

-Pier 4 (6th & Water St. S.W.)

-Board @ 7:00 p.m.

-Potomac Moonlight Cruise

-7:30 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.

Back to Hotel by 10:45 p.m.

Curfew: 11:00 p.m.

Third Day (4/1/13)

Breakfast (6:30 a.m.): Hotel

**Get Bags on Buses!

Depart (7:00 a.m.)

Pick-up Guides (8:00 a.m.): King St. Metro Station

Mt. Vernon (8:30 a.m.)

Historic Alexandria

Lunch (12:00 p.m.): Naval Museum Food Court

Naval Museum

Arlington National Cemetery

Changing of the Guards

Kennedy Gravesites

Challenger Memorial

Arlington House

Dinner (5:45 p.m.): Pentagon City Mall Food Court

Shopping at the Pentagon City Mall

Depart D.C. by 7:00 p.m.

Arrive BGMS by 8:00 a.m. on 4/2/13.
Parents are arranging several fundraisers for students to help alleviate costs. Appropriate paperwork will be filed for each fundraiser.
Payment Schedule: 
· $600.00 PER PERSON (Room OCCUPANCY of FIVE) 

· $170.00 per person registration fee due October 18th, 2013 

· $200.00 per person deposit due November 21st, 2013
· $230.00 per person final payment due January 23rd, 2014
Cost Includes: The $600.00 per person covers all transportation costs, 3 meals per day, admission/donation fees at required sites, lodging, security guards at hotel, dinner/dance cruise on the Potomac River, tour t-shirts, and Interactive Journal.

Cancellation Policy: All registration fees and deposits are non-refundable.
· Chaperones:  We will adhere to the 10:1 student to chaperone ratio.  Parents who have a background check on file will be allowed to participate at a cost of $670.00 per person. No substitutes will be required since the trip occurs over spring break.
4.  Points of Contact:  Dr. Teresa Martin, Ms. Lisa Owens, Mr. John Wittenback
5.  Recommendation:  The Hardin County Board of Education approve the request for BGMS 

                                    8th Grade Class Trip to Washington, DC.
6.  Recommended Motion:  I move to approve the request for the BGMS 8th Grade Class  

     


        Trip to Washington, DC, on April 17-20, 2014, via commercial carrier.
“Experience, travel – these are as education in themselves” – Euripides

