DECISION PAPER

TO:              
Hardin County Board of Education

FROM:      
Nannette Johnston, Interim Superintendent

DATE:       
April 6, 2007

SUBJECT:    
Increasing the Number of Math/Science Teachers Grant with WKU

REQUEST

This is to request permission for the Hardin County Schools to participate in a grant with WKU and the GRREC Consortium Grant to increase the number of Math/Science Teachers.

DISCUSSION

UTeach Proposal

Science and Math faculty at Western Kentucky University are seeking a grant to increase the number and quality of middle and high school science/math teachers graduating from WKU.  This grant called UTeach will replicate a highly successful program at University of Texas at Austin.  Some of the highlights of the UTeach program are as follows:

· Partnership between College of Science, School of Education, and local school districts

· Active recruitment of science and mathematics majors to consider teaching

· Undergraduate science/math students receive early and intensive field experiences

· Experienced and successful public school teachers serve as Master Teachers to guide and inspire undergraduate students

· Focus on developing deep-level understanding of the subject material and incorporating effective approaches using technology in teaching

· Integrated professional development courses focus on teaching math and science, based on recent research in science and mathematics teaching and learning

Benefits for Participating School Districts:

· Increase in the number of qualified math and science teachers graduating each year

· Teachers coming out of the program will have taken practical, relevant courses, and will have had significant interaction with classroom teachers

· Districts will have the opportunity to build closer ties to the university and influence teacher preparation by having teachers serving in the program for periods of time

Requirements for Participating School Districts:

· Work with the program to provide WKU undergraduate students opportunities to have field experiences, under carefully mentored conditions

· Accept student teacher candidates and provide them with appropriate mentoring

· Assist GRREC in the collection of preliminary data needed for the proposal

· Demonstrate your support for the project through a letter of support

· Be willing to release an experienced teacher to serve for one or two years as a Master Teacher in the program before returning to district.  Efforts will be made to minimize impact on district:

· It is expected that a total of only one or two master teachers will be needed at any given time, so that many participating districts may never be asked to provide a Master Teacher.

· Master Teachers from districts will only be needed as the program reaches full size.  It is expected this will be around the time the first graduates are coming out of the program and moving into your schools.

· The program will work with school districts releasing a Master Teacher to help provide a replacement during the time period.

· The selection process for Master Teachers will consider the potential impact on the district and will be only done with the consent of the district.

RECOMMENDATION:

The Coordinator of Grant Applications & Reporting recommends that the Hardin County Schools participate in the grant that would increase the number of Math/Science Teachers Grant with WKU be approved.

RECOMMENDED MOTION:

I move to allow the Hardin County Schools participate in the grant that would increase the number of Math/Science Teachers Grant with WKU.

