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Language Instruction for Limited English Proficient Students

English as a Second Language
The District shall provide an English language program to assist limited English language proficient students, including immigrant children and youth, to attain English proficiency and achieve the same high standards in the core academic subjects that all students in the District are expected to meet.

The Superintendent/designee shall direct the development of English language instruction educational program guidelines for the District:

· Survey of Primary and Home Language- At the time of initial enrollment, the parent/guardian of every student in the school (whether potential English language learners or not) shall be asked to complete a home language survey.

· Annual Assessment of Proficiency - Students whose primary or home language is other than English shall be administered an initial English language proficiency assessment to determine whether they are limited English language proficient according to the federal definition in NCLB, Title III.  Students identified as limited English language proficient shall receive an annual assessment of English language proficiency in reading, writing, speaking, and listening to measure progress and modify the individual Program Services Plan.

· Individual Program Services Plan - Assessment, placement, and the design of an individual Program Services Plan for students with limited English language proficiency shall be made in compliance with appropriate state and federal education requirements.  Instructional and related services shall be designed to meet the English language and academic needs of students while assisting them to participate in the general education curriculum and to overcome language barriers to grade promotion or high school graduation. Students identified as limited English language proficient shall be provided the opportunity to participate in the school’s English language instructional program.

· Parental Notification – As required by law, the Principal or his/her designee shall send written notification to parents of limited English proficient students addressing the following:

	a. Student’s need for placement in the program; 

	b. Student’s level of English proficiency;

	c. Methods of instruction used in the program;

	d. How the program will meet the individual learning needs of the student

	e. How the program will help the student learn English;

	f. How the program will help the student meet achievement standards necessary for grade promotion and high school graduation; and

	g. Specific exit requirements for students in the program.
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English as a Second Language

Parental Notification (Continued)

	

	This notification shall be sent as follows:

· For students already participating in, or identified for participation in, a program for limited English proficiency, parents shall be notified no later than thirty (30) calendar days after the beginning of the school year; and

· For students identified after the beginning of the school year, parents shall be notified no later than fourteen (14) calendar days following the student’s placement in the program.
Parents also shall be informed how they can be involved, including how to help the student attain English proficiency, achieve at high levels in core academic subjects, and meet the state’s academic achievement (content and performance) standards.

Parents shall receive annual notification of their child’s progress on the state’s English proficiency objectives and required state assessments.

	

	· Parental and Community Participation – Parents and community members of limited English proficient children shall be given the opportunity to participate in and make recommendations for the District’s language instruction educational programs.

	· Provision of Services – Once their parent/guardian has received notification, limited English proficient students shall be provided services consistent with scientifically based research on teaching limited English proficient children, guidelines set out in the Kentucky Program of Studies, and national, state, and local standards for English language proficiency and academic performance.
Services necessary for the student to access and be involved in the general education

Curriculum shall be provided by certified general education teachers and English as a Second Language staff, trained bilingual instructional assistants, and/or volunteers.



	· Evaluation of Progress- English language instructional programs shall be evaluated on a regularly scheduled basis to determine whether progress is being made toward removing language barriers and to identity changes that need to be made in District program services.  District staff shall monitor student access to equal educational opportunities, both instructional and extracurricular.  
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English as a Second Language




	· Program Exit Criteria – The program guidelines shall include an evaluation process that includes establishment of objective exit criteria to indicate when students:



	a. Have developed the required proficiency in using English to speak, listen, read, and write with comprehension;

	b. Can enter and successfully participate in classrooms not tailored for limited English proficient children; and

	c. Can expect to graduate from high school.

	
	

	References:
	Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964; Equal Educational Opportunities Act of 1974; Title VII of Improving America’s Schools Act of 1994;

704 KAR 3:305; Program of Studies for Kentucky Schools;

Lau v. Nichols, 414 U.S. 563, 94 S. Ct. 786, 39 L.Ed. 2d 1   (1974)

P. L. 107-110 (No Child Left Behind Act of 2001), Title III, 3302 (20 U.S.C. §7012)

703 KAR 5:070



	
	

	Related Policies:
	02.4241, 09.13


	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Adopted/Amended:  06/22/06

Order #:    9528
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	1.
	The superintendent/designee shall direct the development of a district plan for educating all Limited English Proficient (LEP) students within the district. It also assures that a copy of the district LEP plan will be provided to all schools receiving Title III funds and that the plan and its contents will be made available to LEP families and the public in compliance with open records laws. The plan shall be based on approaches and methodologies consistent with scientifically based research on teaching LEP students. The plan shall describe how language instruction programs will ensure that LEP students develop English proficiency. The plan shall be developed in consultation with teachers, school administrators, parents, researchers, and if appropriate, with education-related community groups and nonprofit organizations, and institutions of higher education.

	
	

	2.
	The superintendent/designee will consult with non-public schools within its area of service in the development of the district LEP plan, and that it will administer and provide on an equitable basis educational services to LEP students in non-public schools through a public agency or a contractual entity independent of the non-public schools or religious organizations.

	
	

	3.
	All LEP students will be provided equal educational opportunities regardless of citizenship or nationality status, as provided under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Equal Educational Opportunity Act of 1974, Sec. 204(f), and as affirmed in the Supreme Court ruling in Plyer v. Doe, 1982, and any other civil rights guaranteed by federal law.

	
	

	4.
	Title III funds will be utilized to improve the education of Limited English Proficient (LEP) children by assisting the children to speak, read, write and comprehend the English language and to meet challenging state content and performance standards. The Title III funds shall be expended in ways that will build district and school capacity to continue to offer high-quality language instruction educational programs for LEP students.

	
	

	5.
	All teachers in the LEP program shall be fluent in English and any other languages used for instruction, including written and oral communication skills.

	
	

	6.
	The LEP program strategies and funding allocations shall be aligned and integrated with the Comprehensive District Improvement Plan (CDIP) and Comprehensive School Improvement Plans (CSIP).

	
	

	7.
	Specific measurable achievement objectives for LEP students shall be developed and will include, at a minimum,

	
	

	
	a.  Annual increases in the number or percentage of students making progress in learning English (as measured by an approved English language proficiency assessment for Kentucky);

	
	

	
	b.  Annual increases in the number or percentage of students attaining English language proficiency (as measured by an approved English language proficiency assessment for Kentucky);

	
	

	
	c.  Making adequate yearly progress for the district’s LEP students (as measured by academic assessments included in the Commonwealth Accountability Testing System (CATS) in the areas of mathematics, reading or language arts and science.

	
	

	8.
	An annual assessment of the English language proficiency (in reading, writing, listening, and speaking) of all identified LEP students in the district shall be administered using a test approved by the Kentucky Board of Education.

	
	

	9.
	Cognitive and non-cognitive student data shall be disaggregated from all components of CATS Kentucky Assessment and biennial measurable goals will be set for closing the gap between LEP and non-LEP students as set forth in KRS 158.649.

	
	

	10.
	A Program Services Plan will be developed for each LEP student in the district. The Program Services Plan will, at a minimum, include all essential elements required by Title III or No Child Left Behind (NCLB) and Kentucky’s Regulations on Inclusion of Special Populations in State Assessment and Accountability (703 KAR 5:070. revised August 2002).

	
	

	11.
	All LEP students enrolled in the school district on the first day of the CATS testing window, and who have been in the same district/school the previous full academic year, or in any English-speaking school for the previous two full academic years, will participate in all components of the state-required assessment and accountability programs.

	
	

	12.
	Parents/legal guardians of all LEP students in the district will be notified within 30 days after the beginning of the school year of (a) the child’s identification as LEP, (b) the child’s program instructional services, and (3) parental rights to opt out of services or to seek alternative services as outlined in Sec. 3302 (a) (b) (c) of Title III. For a child who has not been identified for participation in a language instruction education program prior to the beginning of the school year, the eligible entity assures that it will carry out subsections (a) through (c) within two (2) weeks of the child being placed in such a program. Parents will be encouraged to participate in programs for LEP students.

	
	

	13.
	Primary or home languages spoken by students will be determined on an annual basis through such strategies as the student enrollment form, a home language survey or interviews with parents/legal guardians. This information will be used for identification of LEP students.

	
	

	14.
	All demographic and programmatic information, including the requirements of Sec. 3123 of Title III, pertinent to the implementation of the Title III program and the provision of services to LEP students will be submitted to the Kentucky Department of Education.

	
	

	15.
	All Title III funds will supplement, but in no case supplant, federal, state and local public funds for programs for LEP students.

	
	

	16.
	At the end of the fiscal year, a Title III program evaluation will be submitted to the Kentucky Department of Education and will include a description of programs and activities and of the progress made by LEP students towards attaining English language proficiency and meeting state academic achievement standards as set forth in Sec. 3121 of Title III.
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