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Graduation Requirements

	
	

	Each student shall complete an individual graduation learning plan that incorporates emphasis on career development, to include Academic Expectations 2.36, 2.37, and 2.38 and shall have a total of at least twenty-two (22) credits for high school graduation.  Those credits shall include the following minimum requirements:

Language arts - four (4) credits (including English I, II, III, and IV);

Social studies - three (3) credits (to incorporate U.S. History, Economics,

  Government, World Geography, and World Civilization);  

Mathematics three (3) credits (including Algebra I, Geometry,  and one (1) elective as provided in the program of studies, 704 KAR 3:303);

Science- three (3) credits (including life science, physical science, and earth and space science as provided in the program of studies, 704 KAR 3: 303);

Health - One-half (1/2) credit;

Physical education - One-half (1/2) credit;

History and appreciation of visual and performing arts (or another arts course which incorporates this content) - one (1) credit; and

Electives - seven (7) credits. 

Effective with the graduating class of 2012, students must take one mathematics course each year of high school.  Students are required to have three credits in mathematics and to take mathematics every year.  Required courses include:  Algebra I, Geometry and Algebra II.  An integrated, applied, interdisciplinary, technical or occupational course that prepares a student for a career path based on the student's Individual Learning Plan may be substituted for a traditional Algebra I, II or Geometry course.  This decision is made on an individual student basis.  These courses must meet the content standards in the Program of Studies.  Students who receive credit for Algebra I in middle school must take mathematics every year of high school.  meet additional requirements as established in 704 KAR 3:305, including a requirement to take at least one (1) language arts and one (1) mathematics class each year of high school and earn an additional math credit (Algebra II or approved substitution) in order to graduate.


	The individual graduation/learning plan shall be developed from District-developed academic and/or career clusters, implemented, and monitored annually.  

Schools may substitute, with Board approval, an integrated, applied, interdisciplinary or higher level course for a required course if the alternative course provides rigorous content and addresses the same applicable components of 703 KAR 4:060.  If a substitution is granted by the Board, a rationale and course description shall be filed with the Board and the Kentucky Department of Education.


Additional Requirements

All students will be enrolled for eight (8) semesters of high school unless the high

school principal, in consultation with the high school counselor, student and legal guardian/parent recommends an exception.

Provided all requirements for graduation are met and the principal determines it is in the best interest of the student, the principal may recommend an exception for a particular student(s) to the Board.
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Graduation Requirements

Additional Requirements (Continued)
	The consultation shall include a review of the student’s high school course of study, grades, test scores, discipline records, extra-curricular activities, and individual graduation learning plan for the purpose of determining the extent to which the student would benefit from an exception.  The decision of the  principal to recommend an exception to the board shall be on the basis of the student’s readiness and need for accelerated course work that is not  available in the high school’s curriculum, or other extenuating circumstances.

Fractional credit may be granted for one-credit courses.



	High school credit will be conferred upon a middle school course under the following conditions:

1. The course is a high school course taught by a teacher holding the appropriate certification for the teaching of that course; and,

2.  the course meets the seat time requirements of a Carnegie unit (120 hours).  

Middle and high school teachers and administrators are encouraged to collaborate to ensure that course content, instructional resources (e.g. textbooks) and student performance expectations are the same regardless of whether the credit is earned at the middle or high school.

High School Credit Earned in Middle School

It is expected that most students will earn these credits during their high school years. However, local school districts may offer these courses to middle level students if the following criteria are met:

1. the content and the rigor of the course is the same as established in the Program of Studies

2. the students demonstrate mastery of the middle level content as specified in the Program of Studies

3. the district has criteria in place to make reasonable determination that the middle level student is capable of success in the high school course

4. the middle level course is taught by teachers with either secondary or middle level certification with appropriate content specialization



	The high school student handbook shall include complete details concerning specific graduation requirements.
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	Individual site-based councils, with Board approval, may determine additional graduation requirements.

In addition to Carnegie units, students may earn credit toward high school graduation through the District’s standards-based, performance-based credit system that complies with requirements of Kentucky Administrative Regulation. Procedures for the developing and amending the system shall address the following:

	1. Conditions under which high school credit will be granted under the system that allow students to demonstrate proficiency and earn credit for learning acquired outside the normal classroom setting, outside of school, or in prior learning;

Performance-based credit may be earned while the student is still “in school”, but the instructional setting will look for different from a traditional “seat time” environment.

2. Performance descriptors and their linkages to State content standards and academic expectations; At the high school level, performance descriptors and evaluation procedures shall be established to determine if the content and performance standards have been met.

3. Assessments and the extent to which state-mandated assessments will be used;

4. An objective grading and reporting process; and

5. Criteria to promote and support school and community learning experiences, such as internships and cooperative learning, in support of a student’s individual learning plan. Such experiences shall be supervised by qualified instructors and aligned with State and District content and performance standards.



	Alignment of Graduation Requirements with Goals and Expectations
The high school council shall provide the Board by July 15 of each year a written description/matrix of any changes in how each course addresses goals set out in KRS 158.6451(1) and the academic expectations incorporated by reference in 703 KAR 4:060.  The council shall determine the process for developing the descriptions, which shall be presented for Board review and comment.

	
	

	Commonwealth Diploma

A Commonwealth Diploma shall be issued to each student who successfully completes and meets the requirements of the Commonwealth Diploma Program, as specified in 704 KAR 3:340.  (See Commonwealth Diploma – HCAR 08.113)
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Other Provisions

The Board may authorize different diploma programs.  (See
Academic Studies Program - HCAR 08.113.)

	In order to graduate, seniors must have successfully completed all requirements of the state assessment and accountability program.  Individual site-based councils, with Board approval, may establish additional graduation requirements related to State-mandated standards-based assessment to include Writing Portfolios.

The Board may award a diploma to a student posthumously indicating graduation with the class with which the student was expected to graduate.

When a student successfully completes a KVHS course, the credit shall apply toward graduation requirements and the grade received shall be used in calculating the student’s grade point average.  Students in grades 5, 6, 7 or 8 who score a “3” or higher on an advanced placement examination or earn a grade of “B” or better in a high school equivalent or a KVHS course shall receive credit toward graduation.  (Please refer to Policy 8.1131 concerning prior approval for KVHS courses.) 

	
	

	Students With Disabilities

High school diplomas shall be awarded to students with disabilities in compliance with Kentucky Administrative Regulation.

	
	


Graduation Requirements

	Diploma For Veterans

In keeping with statute and regulation, the Board shall award an authentic high school diploma to an honorably discharged veteran who was enrolled in, but did not complete, high school prior to being inducted into the United States Armed Forces during World War II, the Korean conflict, or the Vietnam War.1
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