THIS IS A DECISION PAPER

TO:

Members of the Hardin County Board of Education

FROM:
Nannette Johnston, Interim Superintendent

DATE:
March 2, 2007

RE:
Request approval for Howevalley School fifth grade students and sponsors to take an educational trip to Knoxville, Gatlinburg, and Pigeon Forge, Tennessee via commercial carrier service.

In accordance with policy 09.36, I request approval for Howevalley fifth grade students and sponsors to take a school related trip to the Smoky Mountain region of Tennessee. This trip is tentatively scheduled for May 17 & 18, 2007.    Students and chaperones will leave on a private motor coach bus at 6:00 am on Thursday morning.  We arrive back at school at 6:30 p.m. on Friday evening.  Stops will include the following:  The Museum of the Appalachia, Black Bear Jamboree, Ripley’s Aquarium of the Smokies, and WonderWorks Interactive Museum.  This tremendous educational opportunity is one that our fifth grade students annually look forward to taking.  

For many students, this trip will be a series of remarkable first time experiences: the first time to travel out of state, the first time to attend a musical and theatrical production, the first time to visit a historical museum, the first time to go to a large aquarium and actually spend the night with the sharks swimming overhead, and the first time to go to an interactive Science museum.  Children who have financial difficulties will be matched with sponsors to help with their expenses.  No student will be turned away for inability to pay.

This trip allows our students the opportunity to put into practice the life skills we have taught in our classrooms.  This trip will be a culminating activity to content standard instruction embedded throughout the past school year.  This is just a sampling of the identified content standards that will be included during the field trip experience:

SS/05-2.1.1, 2.2.1,3.4.2, 3.4.3,4.1.3,4.1.4,4.3.1,4.3.2,4.4.1,4.4.2,4.4.3,5.2.3,

SC/05- 1.21, 1.22, 2.3.1, 2.3.22.3.3,2.3.42.3.5,3.4.1,3.5.1,3.5.2,4.6.1,4.6.3,4.7.1,4.7.2,

AH/05- 1.1.1, 1.2.1, 1.3.1, 1.3.2, 1.3.3, 2.4.1,3.2.13.3.1, 4.4.1, 4.4.2

PL/05- 2.1.1, 2.1.2, 2.2.5

RECOMMENDATION:

I recommend that the Hardin County Board of Education approve the Howevalley Elementary fifth grade trip.

RECOMMENDED MOTION:

I move that the Hardin County Board of Education approve the Howevalley Elementary fifth grade trip. 

