THIS IS A DECISION PAPER

TO:

Members of the Hardin County Board of Education

FROM:
Nannette Johnston, Interim Superintendent

DATE:
January 22, 2007

RE:
Request approval for Lakewood School fifth grade students and sponsors to take an educational trip to Huntsville, Alabama and The US Space and Rocket Center using Group Tours Unlimited for common carrier service.

In accordance with policy 09.36, I request approval for approximately 85 Lakewood School fifth grade students and sponsors to take a school related trip to Huntsville, Alabama and The US Space and Rocket Center.  This trip is tentatively scheduled for March 8th and 9th, 2007.  Ted Vandercamp with Group Tours Unlimited is to be our tour director.  We leave on a motor coach bus at 6:30 am on Thursday morning.  We arrive back at school at 11:30 on Friday evening.  This is an excellent educational trip that our fifth grade students annually look forward to taking.  In my judgment, this is the most enriching field trip that our students ever get to experience.

For many students, this trip will be a series of firsts: the first time to travel out of state, the first time to stay in a hotel, the first time to budget money, the first time to visit Constitution Village, the first time to see a rocket and space shuttle up close.  Children who have financial difficulties will be matched with a sponsor to help with their expenses.  NO CHILD IS LEFT BEHIND BECAUSE OF FINANICAL DIFFICULTIES.  

As educators we believe that hands on experiential learning is a best practice and is supported by our research study of Marzano and Silver and Strong’s Thoughtful Education Practices.  This trip allows our students the opportunity to put into practice the life skills we have taught in our classrooms.  This trip will be a culminating activity to content standard instruction this school year.  The identified content standards include:
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RECOMMENDATION:

I recommend that the Hardin County Board of Education approve the Lakewood Elementary fifth grade trip.

RECOMMENDED MOTION:

I move that the Hardin County Board of Education approve the Lakewood Elementary fifth grade trip. 

