This is a decision paper

MEMO TO:

Mrs. Nannette Johnson and members of the Hardin County

                                 Schools’ Board of Education.

FROM:

Nannette Johnston, Interim Superintendent

RE:


Achievement gap targets

DATE:

February 2, 2007

Kentucky’s achievement gap legislation (LRS 158.6453, also know as SB 168) went into effect in January of 2003.  The law requires schools to specify achievement goals for the subpopulations within the school who are underachieving in comparison to their peers.  Following are some of the details of the legislation:

· By February 1, 2003, and each February 1 in odd-numbered school years thereafter, the school based decision making council shall set biennial targets for eliminating achievement gaps.  

· Targets set in an odd-numbered school year (for instance, 06-07) are monitored by the results of the next biennium Kentucky Performance Report, which is released on even years.  For example, schools who set targets this year (06-07) must meet their goals when the 2008 Kentucky Performance Report is released.

· In the legislation, possible populations of students to be addressed included major racial groups, gender, disability, free and reduced lunch and limited English proficiency.

· The legislation does not dictate subject areas for which schools set targets or any specific type of measurement and monitoring that is to be used by the schools.

Below is a list of each of Hardin County’s schools’ achievement gap goals, along with the subpopulation(s) and content area(s) that each individual school has submitted as targets:

	School
	Population
	Content Area

	Bluegrass
	Students with disabilities

Students with disabilities

African American students
	Math

Reading

Overall academic score

	Central Hardin
	Male students
	Reading

	Creekside
	Students with disabilities

Free/reduced lunch students
	Math

Math

	East Hardin
	Students with disabilities
	Math

	G. C. Burkhead
	Students with disabilities
	Reading

	Howevalley
	Free/reduced lunch students
	Reading


	John Hardin
	Free/reduced lunch students

Students with disabilities
	Math

Reading

	James T. Alton
	Free/reduced lunch students

Students with disabilities

Free/reduced lunch students

Students with disabilities
	Reading

Reading

Math

Math

	Lincoln Trail
	Students with disabilities
	Reading & Math

	Lakewood
	Free/reduced lunch students
	Reading & Math

	Meadow View
	Students with disabilities
	Math

	New Highland
	African American students
	Math

	North Hardin
	Free/reduced lunch students

Students with disabilities

African American students
	Math

Reading & Math

Math

	Parkway
	African American students

Students with disabilities
	Math

Math

	Radcliff
	Free/reduced lunch students

Students with disabilities
	Math

Reading & Math

	Rineyville
	Free/reduced lunch students
	Reading & Math

	Vine Grove
	Free/reduced lunch students
	Reading

	West Hardin
	Students with disabilities
	Math

	Woodland
	African American students
	Math


The targets set by the schools have been reviewed by Instructional Services Department directors and are consistent with the overall needs in the district of addressing reading and math achievement gaps.

Recommended motion

I move that the achievement gap targets (as per KRS.158.6453) set by the schools be approved as submitted.

