For students, a temporary impairment does not constitute a disability under Section 504 unless its severity is such that it results in a substantial limitation on a major life activity for an extended period of time, so that it substantially limits access to the school environment or to at least one school activity.  

If the 504 team determines there is no impairment, the student is not eligible for 504 services.

If the 504 team determines there is an impairment, but that impairment does not currently, nor when active if episodic or in remission, substantially limit access to the school environment or to any school activity, the student is not eligible for 504 services.

Students suspected of needing specially designed instruction shall first be referred for special education services under IDEA. The academic and related services needs of students meeting IDEA state eligibility requirements shall be met under an IEP. Southgate Independent Schools’ 504 eligibility criteria for disability areas covered under IDEA shall be the same criteria adopted in Kentucky’s Special Education Regulations implementing IDEA, located in 707 KAR 1:002 (formerly 1:280). Students with other disabilities may be considered for a Section 504 plan. 


The 504 team will document eligibility on the SECTION 504 CONFERENCE SUMMARY REPORT. If the student is eligible for 504 services, the appropriate 504 team chairperson shall invite the parents to a meeting to discuss the 504 accommodation plan and placement.  If sufficient information is available to prepare an accommodation plan and determine placement, this may be accomplished at the same meeting in which eligibility for services is determined, as long as the team meets to prepare an accommodation plan and determine placement within 60 school days after the Southgate Independent Schools’ receipt of written parent consent for initial evaluation.   

Free Appropriate Public Education.  
General.  The Southgate Independent Schools shall provide a free appropriate public education to each qualified individual with a disability who is in the Southgate Independent Schools’ jurisdiction, regardless of the nature or severity of the person's disability.

Appropriate education. The provision of an appropriate education is the provision of regular or specialized education and related aids and services that (i) are designed to meet the individual educational needs of an individual with a disability as adequately as the needs of nondisabled persons are met; and (ii) are based upon adherence to procedures that satisfy the requirements of the law. Implementation of an Individualized Education Program developed in accordance with the Education of the Handicapped Act, as amended (now IDEA), is one means of meeting this standard. 

The Southgate Independent Schools may place an individual with a disability or refer such a person for aid, benefits, or services other than those that it operates as its means of carrying out the requirements of the law. If so, the
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