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Date:
Tuesday, May 01, 2012
Pages: 3 Incl. (1) Flyer
To:

Teacher Trip Leader
-
Julie Gilliam




Teacher Trip Leader 
-
Jammie Campbell

From:
Kirk Riley




Fax:

270-265-9408


Phone:
270-265-2500
E-mails:   julie.gilliam@todd.kyschools.us     jammie.campbell@stu.kyschools.us 
ATTN:    Parent/Student/Sponsor Travel Committees

It is important that all sponsors and student leaders read entire content of this letter

 regarding group movement of students.

Julie, thank you so much for your email this afternoon. Our company would love to move Todd County Central High School again to Gatlinburg. We have organized your senior trip for several years, and then lost touch. Our on-site Gatlinburg manager, Katherine Holland, is entering her 4th year, and knows the area well. She will greet you, and be at all the events to make sure things run without problems. Our Smoky Mountain experience utilizes Gatlinburg, not Pigeon Forge for lodging. Pigeon Forge lodging is less expensive, but the students love the downtown area of Gatlinburg and of course our chosen stream side hotel is right in the center of it. Again, we would love to have you travel with us again; please read over the information and give me a call at your earliest. Thanks.  
Student Adventure Travel is pleased to offer your group the following grad trip adventure to the always popular Student Destination of Gatlinburg, TN. Of course, this student top rated & requested program combines many fun and exciting venues virtually in a back to back trip traffic flow to keep students very occupied!!! This package is offered as our 18th annual “Junior Best Buy” Program, were we offer next years trip at this year’s price, with a small payment this academic year. Securing their trip this early gears these students toward their class trip goal earlier, makes their payments during their senior year less, and boosts them to an almost 88% historic completion record for class trips. Starting in their senior year reduces historic completion rates for class trips to just end 50%. 
I have given you a student inclusive trip, with unique “High Energy” Events and Activities. The trip shown on the flyer is based on a total of 52 paying student passengers and 4 adults / sponsors on the motor coach. I have tried to keep this trip as inexpensive as possible. We can chat about options after you go over the attached 1st draft of your flyer.   The traffic flow of this trip is pretty much non-stop, allowing the traveling students very little “free” time. This bid is based on 56 total passengers per coach.   If the number of passengers falls below 56, than an empty seat charge can be made, as explained in the paragraphs below.  ---   Confusing? Call me.   
The 4 sponsors / teachers are chaperones; are priced a little differently. So with 52 students you will receive 4 teacher trips at a discount; plus we will upgrade the 4 adult sponsors to double occupancy from student’s quad price at no additional cost.  Rooming list for both students and adults should be to us at 60 days out!    Teachers/sponsors pay $39 per person on the Gatlinburg trip for gratuities, taxes, maid/linen costs and their share of transportation on this trip. 
Also Included is an A.B.A or U.M.A affiliated Coach Company with D.O.T. approval and testing. All our coaches are equipped with DVD and multiple monitors as well as most now being tracked by GPS. All schools will be named on the Insurance riders. Coaches are available for site inspection by your sponsors or parent committee with notice. These are top of the line coaches with professional operators.  When bid to your school group for class movement; the Coach Operator stays with you at same hotel. All transportations costs are included except for coach operator gratuity. Usually, this is $2 to $3 per person payable by lead teacher /sponsor or student leader at end of trip. Your Motor-coach cost is already added to your student payment plan on the flyer enclosed. 
Remember that the motor coach is the most major pricing point of a group’s only fixed costs, there are a few small fixed costs as: on site personnel, pricing, graphics, administration, upgrades, and sponsor discounts. However, the seat cost is the fixed cost that we must pass on if you do not reach forecasted numbers of a specific package. As an example your student / parent flyer that is attached, is based on 52 students and 4 sponsors. As your numbers vary from the 52 paying students and the 4 adults per coach, on that package, the per person price may vary some as well. SAT does not charge you for unsold passengers regarding: hotel, restaurants, activity costs, etc… However, SAT, in the pricing of all groups must cover each individual seat on the motor coach. Due to the way transportation pricing is done, this affects the overall student package. For example, if you only had 48 students on the coach paying instead of 52, as mentioned above, the empty bus seat charge for the Gatlinburg trip would be $68 per empty seat x 4 empty seats = $272, or an extra $5.67  per 48 paying students.  The four teachers would not need to add the price on their package. Another option is this $68 per seat for 4 empty seats or $272 could be paid out of a general class fundraising program for empty bus seats. (The latter is what most student groups do.)  Let’s talk about this over phone. It is quite simple. This was an example only based on 4 empty seats.  
I hope these “rough ideas” will assist you in your presentation to parent student and sponsor committees for a graduation get-a-way. Remember our companies focus is on student programs year round, we are not just a local travel agency. Any concerned may go to www.graduationtrips.com and check the references/affiliations page, plus there is a Better Business Bureau link on our site as well.    We Have an A+ BBB Rating!!! 
All of the items listed under inclusions on your flyer proposal may be changed to better accommodate your specific group needs, wishes or budget.   ****We Also Have Many other Domestic and International resorts/cities to choose from. ****Quotes are as in any travel program, subject to availability at the time of booking. This trip has been designed to keep high school graduates happy; offering a little freedom in some situations yet controlled organized events!   One of our staff, will be staying at the destination during your group’s grad trip to assure smooth operations.

Please read over this information before you start to meet with your trip committees and any other administration or parent contact. Then give me a call at your earliest convenience. This way, I can answer your questions, add or subtract things from the proposal to make it more targeted for your participants. This all will make a senior trip of a lifetime with lasting memories of your students before they head off to college. I will leave you my direct numbers!!   However I live on the telephone, you will probably get my personal recorder!!            Always leave complete messages at 1-800-328-7513 with any questions, comments or changes and let me know any news. I always return my calls very quickly!!   
Thank you,
Kirk Riley
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