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Welcome to the GCHS Weekly News!  This newsletter will be distributed weekly, via email, to all parents with students in grades 9-12.  If you know anyone who is not receiving this newsletter but would like to, please let us know.  
School News:









· Upcoming Events:
· Saturday, Aug. 25, the varsity football team will be playing Berea HS.  The game is at Grant Co. and will kickoff at 6PM.
· Monday, Aug. 27-7:30-Central Office-Board Meeting

· Wednesday, Aug. 29-4th Period-Auditorium-Senior Meeting
· Thursday, Aug. 30, High School and Beyond at 6:00
· Friday, Sept. 7, Varsity Football Homecoming

· Tuesday, Sept. 18  Freshmen take the PLAN

· Tuesday, Sept. 18 Juniors take the ASVAB

· Wednesday, Sept. 19 Sophomores take the PLAN
· Junior Class: Dues of $10 may be paid to Mrs. Clinkenbeard.  This money is used to pay deposits for the prom.
· Senior Class: There will be a mandatory meeting for senior students and their parent(s) who are planning to go on the marine biology trip on August 30th at 6pm in room 211.  The first non-refundable payment of $200 is due on August 31st.  Please email Mrs. Clinkenbeard at melissa.clinkenbeard@gallatin.kyschools.us with questions or concerns.
· Math Students (Hale, Deters, Abshire, Gambrell, Clifton): "All students need to have their own scientific calculator for math class this school year. The math department recommends the TI-30XIIS by Texas Instruments but others are acceptable. They typically cost around $12."
· Library: There are many students who still have library books due from last school year. Fines will be imposed starting next week. Please check with your son/daughter to make sure they have no outstanding books. 
Class News:
Environmental Science:  Freshmen students in science have learned that Mrs. Thompson is out during the first semester on maternity leave. Mrs. Sparrow, a retired teacher/media specialist from Owen County, will be filling in for her.  Mrs. Sparrow is excited to be back this year after working in the GCHS media center last year.  Please contact her with any questions about your child's progress until Mrs. Thompson returns after winter break.
U.S. History II (Schild)- Students have been working on our first unit covering the building of our nation and the Revolutionary War. We will be having our first assessment the week we get back from Labor Day. Our assessments will model what students will see on the End of Course assessment, which will count for 20% of their final grade.  The importance of this assessment needs to be kept in mind throughout the school year. I have been very pleased with our progress so far and encourage students to keep up the good work. If you have any questions or concerns, please email me at becky.schild@gallatin.kyschools.us
Sociology/Psychology (Schild)- We are starting off the year with our semester on sociology, we will begin to cover psychology after Christmas break. We are working on our unit dealing with the sociological perspective. I plan to test over this unit during the first week of September. This has proven to be an exciting course for the students and class participation is greatly encouraged. If you have any questions or concerns, please email me at becky.schild@gallatin.kyschools.us
Spanish 1:

We're off to an excellent start!  Students should already be able to recite their alphabet in Spanish and share several cognate connections between Spanish & English.  Our first thematic unit is Greetings & Farewells; there will be a vocab quiz Friday 8/24.  Next week we'll begin a unit about description.  Encourage your student to share with you what they've learned; this will really help them out :)   Please sign & have your student return the contact info. at the bottom of the parent letter.  Feel welcome & invited to contact me via email with any questions or concerns any time throughout the year. 
 samantha.weaver@gallatin.kyschools.us
Spanish 2:

I'm really excited about Spanish 2 this year.  We have relatively small classes which will help students be closer & more comfortable as we use (SPEAK & understand) ever more Spanish this year.  I'm revamping the class to include much more speaking & listening practice as well as specific focus on "real" language.  At least once a week students will participate in realistic scenarios wherein they can only communicate in Spanish.  Tuesday & Thursday classes will be conducted primarily in Spanish as well.  Currently we are reviewing and supplementing our foundation Spanish 1 knowledge.  This will culminate in a test and oral presentation, occurring around the 1st week of September.  Your student is responsible for a ton of information from Spanish 1!  They should be studying & practicing at home.  Please feel welcome & invited to contact me via email with any questions or concerns any time throughout the year. 

samantha.weaver@gallatin.kyschools.us
English II (Dempsey):
Ms. Dempsey's 10th grade English classes are analyzing characterization, conflict, and theme in Alice Walker's Everyday Use.  Honors English 2 is analyzing characterization, conflict, and theme in Ray Bradbury's There Will Come Soft Rains.

For daily updates, please visit our class website at http://dempsey103.weebly.com
English IV (Tilley):  Ms. Tilley's Senior English classes are reading the epic poem Beowulf and are preparing for a writing assignment on modern-day heroes. Also, seniors have just completed the first round of ACT practice testing in order to meet the College and Career Ready goals.  

College Algebra (Hale): We will have our first test on Friday over linear functions. 

Algebra 3 (Hale):   We had our first test last Friday.  Check grades on Infinite Campus to see the results of the test.  This week we are using E-Prep to determine topics that need to be reviewed as students work toward being college/career ready. 
Algebra 1.5 (Hale):  The students have had 6 opportunities to earn homework points so far.  These homework points will help to “cushion” their overall grade once they complete their first test.  Ask your son/daughter if they have taken advantage of these homework opportunities. 
Algebra Intervention (Hale):  We have been developing number sense by working with whole numbers, decimals, and fractions in real-world problems.  Today we began working with variables and will continue laying the foundations for algebra.  We will have our first test sometime next week.
Advanced Topics (Hale):  We have been working with the rectangular and polar forms of complex numbers.  The first test will be toward the beginning of next week.
Accounting (Baker): Accounting students are beginning this year with a unit on careers. They are learning the basics of resume and cover letter writing, applications and interviewing. 














World Civ (Dailey): In world civ, we are working on ancient civilizations all the way up to the Renaissance. It is part of pre-assessment and background knowledge before we get into the main curriculum of the class. My classroom website is up-to-date for more information.

http://gallatin.kyschools.us/olc/teacher.aspx?s=178
Biology (Clinkenbeard): Biology will be taking a pre assessment for the Biology End of Course Test on Wednesday.  This should help to set goals for students to reach before May.

Anatomy and Physiology (Clinkenbeard): classes are studying the skeletal system and learning the names of major bones of the body.  Ask your student to practice with you!

Forensic Science (Clinkenbeard): students are learning how to process a crime scene.  They will be working with a mock crime scene within the next week.

Principles of Ag (Hill): Students are learning about the history of agriculture this week!
Structures & Designs (Hill): Safety Exam is Wednesday (8/22).  Students must take and pass with a 100% before the class can begin working in the shop!  We are also practicing reading tape measures and will begin our drafting unit next.
Ag Construction (Hill): Safety Exam is Wednesday (8/22).  Students must take and pass with a 100% before the class can begin working in the shop!  Towards the end of the week we will begin our next unit on Tool Selection and Use.
Ag Employability (Hill): Students have been taking inventories to learn more about themselves.  They are taking this information and relating it to careers that fit their personalities.  We will begin researching those careers midweek.
Biology (Hutcheson):

We have been studying the scientific method and how scientists use it.

Unit Assessment:  Next week students will design a lab, perform the lab and write up the formal lab report for their assessment for this unit.

Ask your student:  What is a hypothesis?  What is an independent and dependent variable?  What is the difference between hypothesis, theory and law?

Anatomy (Hutcheson):

We are studying the skeletal system.  This week we are focusing primarily on the skull.  

Ask your student:  Name the bones of the skull and show me where they are.
Sports/Clubs/Extra-Curricular News:

FFA:
· Dues for FFA are due on October 5th and are $15 

· Need Community Service? Want to do something to help your community and hang out with your friends? Come to the Campus Clean-Up with FFA on August 30th from 3:30-5:00. Stay for the Ice cream Social at 5! 

· August 31st: First FFA Meeting During RTI 

· September 21st: FFA Round-UP all Members and Potential Members are invited! 3:30-5:30. We will be grilling out and playing Ag Olympic Games!
FBLA:
Anyone interested in joining FBLA, Future Business Leaders of America, can see Mr. Lovett in room 216.  Dues are $15.

GALLATIN COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL’S

COMMITMENT TO COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS

It is the pledge and the goal of every student in Gallatin County High School to meet college and career readiness.  In order to achieve our goal we must:

· By the 8th grade meet all benchmarks on EXPLORE

· By the 10th grade meet all benchmarks on PLAN

· By the 11th grade meet all benchmarks on ACT

· Graduate from high school and successfully move on to the workforce, military, or post-secondary education

EXPLORE BENCHMARKS
    PLAN BENCHMARKS
ACT BENCHMARKS
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Math-17
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