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                                STAFF NOTE

Action/Consent Item:

Waiver Request from Paintsville Independent District to 702 KAR 4:180, Implementation Guidelines – Kentucky School Facilities Planning Manual and 702 KAR 4:160, Capital Construction Process
Applicable Statute or Regulation:
KRS 156.160, 157.420, 162.060, 162.065, 162.070, 160.160, 322.363, 323.033
Action Question:
Should the Kentucky Board of Education (KBE) grant a waiver to the requirements of 702 KAR 4:180 and 702 KAR 4:160 to allow Paintsville Independent School District to add a 6,000 square foot multipurpose room at Paintsville Elementary School, which already has space that currently exceeds the Model Program requirement for the amount of physical education space in an elementary school?

History/Background:
Existing Policy. 702 KAR 4:180, which incorporates “The Kentucky School Facilities Planning Manual” by reference, helps ensure equity and adequacy among school buildings statewide, and allows for the deployment of Model Programs. These programs provide for the maximum spaces and their sizes for each school type in the Commonwealth depending on the proposed student enrollment. These models are used to determine the sizes and spaces in new schools and for comparison in existing schools to justify any additions. 702 KAR 4:160, Capital Construction Process allows an increase of 10% to the spaces within these models during the design and construction for elementary schools. 
The existing Paintsville Elementary School exceeds the Model Program area for the total area of the school as well as for the program space outlined for physical education use.  The school district has requested a waiver from these regulatory requirements by the KBE, as permitted by regulation.
Staff Recommendation(s) and Rationale:
Staff recommends that the KBE approve the waiver request from Paintsville Independent to allow the addition of a 6,000 square foot multipurpose room. The attached letter, dated July 26, 2012, from Paintsville Superintendent Coy Samons outlines the district-wide need for the space. The justifications in this letter appear to adequately address the need and the benefit to the entire district of this construction.
Groups Consulted and Brief Summary of Responses

The schematic design presented to KDE was developed by the district’s elementary school design committee and presented to the local board of education. The plans were approved by the local board by majority vote.

Impact on Getting to Proficiency

In Standard 4 of the Standards and Indicators for School Improvement, it is noted that the school’s physical environment has an impact on student achievement.  Research also indicates that better facilities enhance equity (equal opportunities for all students), attitudes and retention of staff, and parental involvement.    

Contact Person:

Hiren Desai, Associate Commissioner

Kay Kennedy, Director
Office of Administration and Support

Division of District Support
(502) 564-1976




(502) 564-3930
hiren.desai@education.ky.gov 


kay.kennedy@education.ky.gov 



___________________________          
Commissioner of Education 

Date: 
August 2012
