KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

STAFF NOTE

Review Item:

701 KAR 5:140, Guidelines for Districts of Innovation (First Reading)
Applicable Statute or Regulation:

KRS 156.108, 160.107
History/Background:

Existing Policy. In its regular session for 2012, the Kentucky General Assembly passed and Governor Beshear signed into law HB 37, now codified as KRS 156.108 and KRS 160.107, authorizing Districts of Innovation.  KRS 156.108 authorizes the Kentucky Board of Education (KBE) to approve “Districts of Innovation” for the purposes of improving students' educational performance. Districts of Innovation shall be provided flexibility from selected Kentucky Administrative Regulations, Kentucky Revised Statutes, and local board of education policies for school administrators, teachers, and staff to meet the diverse needs of students. KRS 156.108 requires the KBE to promulgate administrative regulations to prescribe the conditions and procedures to be used by a local board of education to be approved as a district of innovation. The administrative regulation promulgated by the KBE is to address the following for “Districts of Innovation”:

1. The regulatory areas which may be exempted or modified if approved by the state board, except as provided in KRS 156.108;
2. The application, plan review, approval, and amendment process for a district; 

3. Timelines for initial approval as a district of innovation, the renewal process, and on-going evaluative procedures required of the district;

4. Acceptable documentation of a critical mass of parental, community, educator, and business support and capacity to effect a change;

5. The approvals required of the plan by certain employees of a school;

6. Evidence of teacher collaboration and shared leadership within the district and the schools to be designated as schools of innovation;

7. The process of revocation of the designation of district of innovation;

8. Reporting and oversight responsibilities of the district and the Kentucky Department of Education; 

9. The financial detail relating to budgets of schools and evidence of sound fiscal management practices;

10. Acceptable areas of emphasis for innovation;

11. Acceptable documentation of job-embedded professional development within the proposed innovation design; and

12. Other components deemed necessary.
Developing administrative regulations for KRS 156.108 will not only meet the requirements of the law, but it will ensure that there is a meaningful and equitable process for making application to be a District of Innovation and to ensure that the goals and intent of the law are achieved.
The attached regulation is being presented for review in its first reading.  The board’s input is requested, and then the regulation will come back for its second reading in October.

Groups Consulted and Brief Summary of Responses:
The Local Superintendents Advisory Council will review the regulation prior to the August meeting.  Feedback will be reported to the board at the August meeting.

Impact on Getting to Proficiency:

Allowing local school districts flexibility with regard to statute and regulation will provide a an excellent opportunity to better engage students and, in turn, increase the opportunities for students to graduate college- and career-ready.
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