KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

STAFF NOTE

Action/Discussion Item: 

704 KAR 3:305, Minimum Requirements for High School Graduation (Second Reading: To implement SB 43 on alternative high school diploma)  
Applicable Statute or Regulation:  
KRS 156.060, KRS 156.070, KRS 158.645, KRS 158.6451, 704 KAR 3:303.
Action Question:

Should the Kentucky Board of Education give its approval to changes in 704 KAR 3:305? 
History/Background:

Existing Policy.   SB 43 requires the addition of new language in Section 7 of 704 KAR 3:305 to use the term “alternative high school diploma” beginning with the graduating class of 2013.  The prior references to “certificate” and “certificate of attainment” have been deleted using strike-throughs. 
It should be noted that students earning a Certificate of Attainment do not increase a school’s graduation rate nor do they with the name change to Alternative High School Diploma. Under 34 C.F.R. §200.19(b)(1)(iv), a “regular high school diploma” means the standard high school diploma awarded to students in a State that is fully aligned with the State’s academic content standards and does not include a GED credential, certificate of attendance, or any alternative award. Therefore, the alternative high school diploma will not count positively toward a district’s graduation rate as it is not fully aligned with the State’s academic content standards.
Also, in order to correct a mistake in the regulation, on page 3, line 20, the word “science” replaces “health”.   
The board reviewed the regulation at its June meeting and is now asked to take action in August.

Staff Recommendation and Rationale: 
Staff recommends approval of the amendments to 704 KAR 3:305.  These changes are broadly supported by stakeholders and make the regulation conform to SB 43.

Staff also recommends that discussions continue around the experiences of students with the most significant cognitive disabilities, and making their readiness to transition to postsecondary life even more meaningful (e.g., flexibility in high school programming to allow students to pursue more career training, while continuing to meet academic standards; a range of curricular options critical to successful transition; etc.).  
Groups Consulted and a Brief Summary of Responses:

Local Superintendents Advisory Council (LSAC)

Principals’ Advisory Council

State Advisory Panel for Exceptional Children 

Legislators

No stakeholder group consulted has expressed a specific concern about these changes to 704 KAR 3:305.  However, this change may cause some confusion for employers who see that the student has a diploma but is not sure the skill and ability level of the student.  

Feedback from LSAC will be reported at the August meeting.

Impact on Getting to Proficiency:

The change from a certificate of attainment to alternative high school diploma more appropriately recognizes the achievement of students participating in the alternate assessment program. 
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