DECISION PAPER

TO:              Hardin County Board of Education

FROM:      Nanette Johnston

DATE:       December 1, 2006

SUBJECT:    Info Source Learn It! Build It! Share It! Grant. 

REQUEST

This is to request permission for Hardin County Schools be permitted to apply for the Info Source Learn It! Build It! Share It! Grant.

DISCUSSION

Deadline:  December 31, 2006

Online developer InfoSource is offering its Learn It! Build It! Share It! grants initiative to help integrate technology into the classroom. All K -12 school districts are eligible. Up to $2.5 million in online tools and training will be available.

The grant is meant to support "in need" school districts across the nation by providing the tools and technology needed to improve digital literacy skills for both teachers and students, simplifying and enhancing the learning process, and making computers and the Internet an integral part of the classroom.

The grants will provide qualified K-12 school districts with the "How to Master: Learn It! Build It! Share It!" suite of online tools. The tools and training support both the Nat'l Education Technology Plan and the No Child Left Behind federal mandates. Awardees will receive financial assistance for a one-year product license for faculty, staff, and/or student use in their school district. Applicants must apply online and include a short 1-2 page summary detailing how the district plans to integrate technology in the classroom. InfoSource plans to award more than 100 grants, ranging from $1,000 to $75,000 in product value. School districts are encouraged to apply early. All grants will be awarded by January 2007. For more information, go to:  www.howtomaster.com.
There are no matching funds required.  In the event that there are matching funds the schools would be responsible for any matching funds.
RECOMMENDATION:

The Coordinator of Grant Applications & Reporting recommends that the Hardin County Schools be allowed to apply for the Info Source Learn It! Build It! Share It! Grant.

RECOMMENDED MOTION:

I move to allow Hardin County Schools to apply for the Info Source Learn It! Build It! Share It! Grant.

