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Kentucky receives Recognition from the Partnership for 21st Century Skills (P21)

At the Partnership for 21st Century Skills’ Institute.21, a day-long summit and best practices awards ceremony that precedes the Council of Chief State School Officers' 2012 Summer Institute, five leadership states implementing P21's comprehensive 21st century skills framework were recognized. Presented in recognition of state achievement in 21st Century Education, these awards acknowledge the efforts of P21 Leadership States to integrate 21st Century Skills into their policy, practice and professional development. 

 
Kentucky was recognized for its P20 Innovation Lab Partnership.  Several agencies and institutions including the University of Kentucky, the Kentucky Department of Education, and the Council on Postsecondary Education work in collaboration on promoting innovation and transformation as part of this partnership.  The P20 Innovation Lab serves as a launching point; the lab is a statewide, collaborative effort to bring researchers, state personnel, school and district leaders, teachers, parents, business leaders, nonprofit organizations and other community members together to collectively propel and research new innovations in Kentucky education.  

Harvard Report Indicates Kentucky Tied for 5th Place in Improvement of its Students’ Performance

According to a report from Harvard University, Kentucky is tied for fifth place nationwide in the improvement of its students’ performance in assessments of reading, mathematics and science since 1992.
The report, Achievement Growth: International and U.S. State Trends in Student Performance, was produced by Harvard’s Program on Education Policy and Governance and presented in Education Next, the program’s journal. It was designed to determine the extent of the United States’ progress toward closure of the international education gap and offers estimates of gains from 1995 to 2009 for the U.S. and 48 other countries. The report also looked at changes in student performance in 41 states between 1992 and 2011 and compares states’ rates of improvement, among other items.
Based on results from the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) in 4th- and 8th-grade reading, mathematics and science, Kentucky was noted as having a 2.7 percent gain (as an average of the standard deviation) from 1992 to 2011. This ranked the state fifth among 41 states that participated in NAEP during the same time period.

	RANK
	STATE
	AVERAGE GAIN AS % OF STANDARD DEVIATION

	1
	Maryland
	3.3

	2
	Florida
	3.2

	2
	Delaware
	3.2

	3
	Massachusetts
	3.1

	4
	Louisiana
	2.8

	4
	South Carolina
	2.8

	5
	Kentucky
	2.7

	5
	New Jersey
	2.7


Kentucky fared well in other measures outlined in the report as follows:
· The state tied for third place in the greatest percentage of reduction of students scoring Below Basic on NAEP at the 4th-grade level. (69 percent)

· Kentucky tied for ninth place in the reduction of students scoring Below Basic on NAEP at the 8th-grade level. (42 percent)

· The state tied for eighth place in the reduction of the percentage of 4th-grade students scoring below Proficiency on NAEP. (30 percent)

· Kentucky tied for tenth place in the reduction of the percentage of 8th-grade students scoring below Proficiency on NAEP. (20 percent)

While this is good news for Kentucky, the state comparisons and the data on U.S. performance contrasted with other countries remind us that we have much more work to do to get all students college- and career-ready.

Making Superintendents’ Webcasts More Interactive
In response to the communications survey funded by the Gates Foundation (summary of communications survey was included in my evaluation document), KDE implemented a mechanism in the July 24 superintendents’ webcast to make it more interactive.  We included a survey tool at the end of the webcast where superintendents were asked to respond online to nine questions that related to topics included in the webcast.  The results of the survey are attached for your review.  We plan to continue this practice during future webcasts to gather feedback and give the participants a more active role as they view the broadcasts. 
Kentucky Has Two National Star Finalists

I am proud to inform you that Kentucky has two National Star Finalists!  Alex Richardson of the Meade County Future Farmers of America (FFA) was named one of four national finalists for the American Star Farmer Award.  Zachary Cotton of Spencer County was named one of four national finalists for the American Star in Agribusiness Award.  

 

The Star Awards are the highest awards given by the national FFA organization.  The awards are based on the student's work with his/her Supervised Agriculture Experience Program, leadership involvement, scholarship, and community service.  Both Richardson and Cotton will complete interviews in front of a panel of agriculture business leaders at the National FFA Convention in October.  The American Star winners will be announced at the American Degree Session on October 27th.

 

Please join me in congratulating these outstanding Kentucky FFA members!

1

