KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

STAFF NOTE

Review Item:

Update on Next Generation Science, Social Studies and Career and Technical Standards (Draft Career and Technical Standards under separate cover)
Applicable Statute or Regulation:

KRS 158.6453, 704 KAR 3:303
History/Background:

Existing Policy. On September 20, 2011, Kentucky was announced as a Lead State Partner in the development of the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) with Achieve, Inc. As a Lead State Partner, Kentucky educators will have a great degree of input on shaping the standards along with 25 other lead states. 

The guiding document for the NGSS is the Framework for K-12 Science Education published by the National Academies Press and available to download or read online for free. A brief outlining the Framework is included as Attachment A. A sample illustrating the architecture of a single draft standard is included as Attachment B.
As part of the development process, the standards will undergo multiple reviews from many stakeholders including two public drafts, allowing all who have a stake in science education an opportunity to inform the development of the standards.  The first of two public drafts of the NGSS was available for review and comment from May 11 to June 1, 2012. In addition to the public feedback, members of Kentucky’s Lead State Partner committee met on May 25 in Frankfort to provide their feedback on the draft as well.  Achieve has indicated that Kentucky submitted the highest percentage of public comment of any state.  Achieve will make a compilation of public comment from Kentucky residents available by late July. A nationwide report containing a summary of broad themes from the public feedback and the writers’ responses to them will be available sometime in the fall. 
The process Achieve, Inc. has established will produce a set of high quality, college- and career-ready K–12 Next Generation Science Standards ready for state adoption. The standards will be published on http://www.nextgenscience.org when they are completed, in late 2012 or early 2013.

It is anticipated that the Kentucky Board of Education will be asked to consider adoption of the Next Generation Science Standards at its March 2013 meeting.
The draft for public review of social studies standards is tentatively scheduled for release in November 2012 at the National Council for Social Studies Conference in Seattle, Washington. Kentucky representatives are working now within the SSACI (Social Studies Assessment, Curriculum, and Instruction) SCASS (School Curriculum and Assessment State) to revise the draft standards as well as make connections to the Common Core literacy standards in history/social studies. It is hoped that final revisions to the public draft will be completed in October so that plans for a public release of the draft standards in mid-November can proceed. The standards writing team has been working in conjunction with three subcommittees (elementary, literacy, and 21st century/technology). These three areas were targeted as areas needing the greatest focus of work within the standards. The standards are focusing on real-world application, cross-cutting or interdisciplinary approaches, and core knowledge content within the four main social studies areas of history, civics, geography, and economics.  The KBE will consider adoption of the new social studies standards at a future meeting.

Common Career and Technical Standards are also being discussed nationally.  The Common Career and Technical Core Initiative (CCTC) has been formed to develop common career and technical standards.  The CCTC initiative is a state-led effort to develop a shared set of rigorous, high-quality CTE standards.  The National Association of State Directors of Career Technical Education Consortium (NASDCTEc) is coordinating the effort.    

Beginning in December 2011, 40 states signed a Declaration of Support for the development of the CCTC.  Kentucky was one of those states.  In February 2012, states began the process of nominating individuals for working groups, charged with leading the development of the CCTC. 
Kentucky content consultants participated in the working groups during March and April 2012.  NASDCTEc received public comments during the month of May.  The standards were released to the public on June 19, 2012 at the National Career Clusters Institute.  The Kentucky Board of Education will be asked to consider adoption of the standards at a future meeting.

A draft copy of the standards has been included under separate cover.

Impact on Getting to Proficiency
High-quality, rigorous standards are necessary in all subject areas to ensure students are college- and career-ready.
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