DECISION PAPER

TO:              Hardin County Board of Education

FROM:      Nanette Johnston, Interim Superintendent

DATE:       November 7, 2006

SUBJECT:    Agriculture Education Challenge Grant. 

REQUEST

This is to request permission for Hardin County Schools be permitted to apply for the Agriculture Education Challenge Grant.

DISCUSSION

Secondary and Two-Year Postsecondary Agriculture Education Challenge Grants Program 

The Secondary and Two-Year Postsecondary Agriculture Education Challenge Grants (SPEC) program seeks to: (a) promote and strengthen secondary education and two-year postsecondary education in agri-science and agribusiness in order to help ensure the existence in the United States of a qualified workforce to serve the food and agricultural sciences system; and (b) promote complementary and synergistic linkages among secondary, two-year postsecondary, and higher education programs in the food and agricultural sciences in order to advance excellence in education and encourage more young Americans to pursue and complete a baccalaureate or higher degree in the food and agricultural sciences.

The three high schools are eligible to apply.  The deadline for this grant is January 11, 2007.  The grant awards range from $35,000 to $50,000.  This grant is a Matching Grant and the match is dollar for dollar.  The schools would be required to fund the matching funds and the Hardin County Board of Education would not be responsible for this.

Information including the link for the detailed application may be obtained at the following link…  http://www.csrees.usda.gov/fo/fundview.cfm?fonum=1083
RECOMMENDATION:

The Coordinator of Grant Applications & Reporting recommends that the Hardin County Schools be allowed to apply for the Agriculture Education Challenge Grant.

RECOMMENDED MOTION:

I move to allow Hardin County Schools to apply for the Agriculture Education Challenge Grant.

