June 30, 2006

Hardin County Board Of Education

Nannette S. Johnston, Interim Superintendent

65 W.A. Jenkins Road

Elizabethtown, KY 42701

Ms. Johnston and Members of the Board of Education:

The following annual report is submitted on behalf of James T. Alton Middle School:

2005-06 Council Membership:

Jama P. Bennett                           Principal/Chair

Roger Biggs                                  Teacher

Mary Lou Emerine                        Teacher

Nicole Kenline                               Teacher

Dianne Johnson                            Parent

Anthony McCormick                      Parent

A. SUBCOMMITTEES and MEMBERSHIP

ACCELERATED READER:
Mary Baptiste, Shelly Hales, Larissa Hatfield, Tammy Hutchins, Nicole Kenline, Jeff Lowman, Donna Miller, Amanda Minnich, Tami Pinson, Greg Sutton, Chanda Swift, Jennifer Travis (parent), Alice Rector. 

BUDGET:

Mary Baptiste, Mary Lou Emerine, Rhonda Newton, Tami Pinson, Alice Rector, Joyce Willow, Laura Whelan (parent) 

DRESS CODE:

Tammy Hutchins, Nicole Kenline, Vasco Perry, Tami Pinson, Sherry Popham (parent) Greg Sutton, Chanda Swift

Students:  Jared Popham, Antonio Simmons, Camille Turner
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT:

Mary Baptiste, Jama Bennett, Karen Donohue (parent), Sandy Greenwood, Larissa Hatfield, Jennifer Hilbert, Beth Osborne

TECHNOLOGY 

Mary Lou Emerine, Shelly Hales, Cyndi Murray, Rhonda Newton, Alice Rector, Sylvia Stuckey, Chanda Swift, Hoe Inn Yong (parent)

TEXTBOOK:

Missy Dean, Colleen Hubble (parent), Donna Miller, Vasco Perry, Greg Sutton

B. AREAS ADDRESSED:  

Our school has continued to enhance Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment. The following list is an overview of items addressed, implemented and/or completed. 

Modified block schedule implemented for increased focus on content area classes

MAP Assessment administered in during fall and spring for reading and math

Scrimmage Tests implemented in 7th and 8th grade during fall, winter, and spring

Think Link Predictive Assessment System administered to 6th grade students during fall, winter, and spring

Think Link Predictive Assessment administered to seventh grade students in science during fall, winter, and spring

Think Link Predictive Assessment administered to eighth grade students in social studies, arts/humanities, and practical living/vocational studies during fall, winter, and spring

TerraNova Review implemented in 6th grade

Language Arts Texts purchased aligned with core content – consistent throughout district

Data Analysis completed by each department and reviewed with SBDM council

Job Embedded PD implemented – Topics Included:  “Better Teaching,” HOT Terminology, MAP Assessment, Read/Write Gold, SMART BOARD Training, CPS System, etc.

School-wide graphic organizer for open response developed/implemented

Safe School Plan Updated – simulations conducted w/ VGPD

CIA Teacher utilized school-wide

Reading Counts replaced Accelerated Reader as an incentive based reading program

Gender Grouping in related arts classes

Quarterly student recognition assemblies

Character Education program implemented with monthly student recognition

Increased parent activities – all teams hosted at least one parent night/activity

Veteran’s Day Celebration Hosted
PALS (Promoting Academics Leadership and Success) utilized for academic/behavioral recognition of students

SBDM Policies aligned with Standards and Indicators for School Improvement

C/D.  SUCCESSES and ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:


      James T.  Alton was nationally recognized as a Kentucky 

                Middle School to watch – one of three in Kentucky

JTA’s accountability index was #1 in the district for middle schools – 78.9 

Alton had a 4.4 point increase in our academic index

Alton is below our novice rate for the 2006 biennium 

CTBS scores increased by 11 points 

Alton scored higher than the district and state in six content areas. 

Curriculum Maps aligned/reviewed annually

School-wide Title 1 

School Budget Adopted for 2006-07

Section 7 Request approved for half teacher position

Highest attendance for all middle schools district wide during months 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, and 8 

Language Arts Textbook Plan Adopted

Comprehensive School Improvement Plan revised

Mission/Vision/Belief Statements rewritten

      Teachers logged 311 hours over required professional               

      development

      52 volunteers logged 578.50 volunteer hours 

Collaboration with feeder schools enhanced

MS to HS transition activity enhanced with NHHS and JHHS

PTSP continued Market Day Fundraising Program for our school community generating $3,872.00 in profits
$2,000.00 raised by students/parents/faculty and staff for an Alton student diagnosed with cancer

$395.00 raised by students/parents/faculty and staff for Relay for Life

$1911.91 raised by students/parents/faculty and staff for American Red Cross Hurricane Katrina victims

$1550.00 raised by students/parents/faculty and staff for a former James T. Alton student diagnosed with a rare form of cancer

      Select seventh grade students had the opportunity to  

      participate in an eMission: Mission Operation Montserrat

Eighth grade students participate in an annual career day

      Alton was visited by the National Science Center and their 

      Mobile Discovery Van

Fifty-five students qualified for the Duke TIP Program 

Morgan Hanzlik won the 2006 Country Derby Festival Spelling Bee for Hardin County

Six students nominated for KMSA Scholarship 

Josh Johnson won the region and district, advancing to the state in his weight category for wrestling at NHHS

Dawn Duda took 1st place in the Kentucky/West Virginia District Optimist Tri-Star Basketball contest

Katarina Gimborys was ranked 5th in the state for Cross Country at JHHS.  She was also selected to represent our state on the Kentucky Track and Field Team at the ninth annual Down Under International Games in Australia.  Kat shattered the girl’s middle school Cross Country all time record for Kentucky at the AAU Nationals and secured a 12th place ranking in the National Registry

Eddie Legaspi participated in the state Geography Bee

Eight students participated in Kentucky Youth Assembly

Lindsey Harper, a seventh grade student, attended the Youth Leadership Conference in Washington, DC – six additional students nominated

Angelica Tucker won the Reader’s Digest Word Power Challenge

Keesing Yong placed third in Math Counts competition

Alton Cheerleaders placed second runner-up at the CAN-AM Regional Cheerleading Competition

Cheerleaders placed 1st at the Kentucky State Cheer and Dance Competition

Alton’s band received a proficient rating at the KMEA large group festival

Academic Team won District Governor’s Cup

Quick Recall and Future Problem Solving Team won the district, advancing to the region

Mickey Crutcher went to state competition in social studies

Miriah Grady and Nichelle Green were selected to the All-District Band

Jennifer Hilbert was the recipient of a $500.00 MAC Grant.  She was also selected as Alton’s Excel nominee

Four teachers nominated for “Who’s Who Among America’s Teachers” and one employee nominated for “Who’s Who Among Executives and Professionals”

Jama Bennett was selected to participate in a GRECC Leadership Program

Service Learning Grant received in the amount of $250.00

Amanda Minnich received the Teaching American History Grant – “History Alive” received in the amount of $50,000.00

EDS Technology Grant received in the amount of $1500.00

Alton was the only school in the state to win the A & E Think Like a King National Chess Challenge

     Our 2006-07 SBDM Council will be composed of the following 

     individuals:

     Jama Bennett                           Principal/Chair

     Lara Beard                               Teacher

     Mary Lou Emerine                    Teacher

     Vasco Perry                              Teacher

     Wendy Bush                             Parent

     Sherry Popham                         Parent

     We look forward to continued collaboration and success 

     as we strive toward proficiency for all students.  

     Respectfully submitted, 

     Jama P. Bennett

     Principal/SBDM Chair

