DECISION PAPER

TO:              Hardin County Board of Education

FROM:      Nanette Johnston, Interim Superintendent

DATE:       August 3, 2006

SUBJECT:    SMARTer Kids Foundation Grant. 

REQUEST

This is to request permission for the Hardin County schools to apply for the SMARTer Kids Foundation Grant.

DISCUSSION

SMARTer Kids Grant for NEC Visual Presentation Products
This Grant is an education award that assists educators in the purchase of NEC visual presentation products for their classrooms. Developed by the SMARTer Kids Foundation, the Grant helps tens of thousands of K–12 schools, higher-education facilities and technical institutions acquire interactive technology by increasing its affordability and accessibility.

The SMARTer Kids Grant for NEC Visual Presentation Products is available to all public or private, accredited, not-for-profit educational institutions, authorized home schoolers, museums, science centers, and libraries involved in K–12, college, university, vocational and technical instruction or administration. Institutions must provide educational programming, which is recognized by your local school district and be located in the United States or Canada. Grants will be awarded based on the feasibility, originality and innovative elements provided on the Grant application, as judged by a committee appointed by the Foundation.

Grant Amounts for NEC Visual Presentation Products
Grant amounts are 12–57 percent of the suggested list price for the purchase of eligible NEC visual presentation products. To receive pricing, please contact the NEC Education Reseller in your area or the Foundation.  The matching part of the grant would be the responsibility of the school making the application and not the Hardin County Board of Education.

Deadlines for this grant are:  

· Applications must be received prior to midnight, September 30, 2006.
· Grants must be utilized by October 31, 2006.
· Applications received between August 1, 2006, and September 30, 2006 for which the Grant has been approved, but not utilized, will be automatically reprocessed and approved by the Foundation using the new guidelines for the 2006–2007 Grant year.
RECOMMENDATION:

The Coordinator of Grant Applications & Reporting recommends that the Hardin County schools be allowed to apply for the SMARTer Kids Foundation Grant.

RECOMMENDED MOTION:

I move to allow the Hardin County Schools to apply for the SMARTer Kids Foundation Grant.

