



August 10, 2011
Hardin County Board of Education

Nannette S. Johnston, Superintendent

65 W.A. Jenkins Road

Elizabethtown, KY 42701

Ms. Johnston and Members of the Board of Education:

The following annual report is submitted on behalf of James T. Alton Middle School:

2010-11 Council Membership:

Jama P. Bennett                           Principal/Chair

Mary Lou Emerine                        Teacher

Amanda Minnich                          Teacher

Vasco Perry                                  Teacher

Jamie Gilliam                               Teacher

Clarissa Aliff                                 Parent

Hoe Inn Yong                                Parent

A. SUBCOMMITTEES and MEMBERSHIP

BUDGET:
Mary Lou Emerine, Larissa Hatfield, Rhonda Newton, Tami Pinson, Ben Stewart, Joyce Willow, Jennifer Wiseman (parent) 
2011-12 Budget developed along with budgets for ESS, PD, and additional funding sources 

DRESS CODE:
           Keith Fowler (student), Vasco Perry, Pamela Pittman (Parent), Mark 
         Roberts, Greg Sutton, Rylee Windham (student), Hayley Yourous


POSITIVIE BEHAVIOR INTERVENTIONS/SUPPORTS (PBIS):

Angie Bender, Mary Lou Emerine, Larissa Hatfield, Jennifer 

          Hilbert, Jeff Lowman, Rhonda Newton, Jacinta Perkins, Mark 

          Roberts, Ben Stewart, Greg Sutton 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT:

PD was a unanimous decision school-wide.  We will continue work on Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment and the implementation of new math/LA standards.  In addition, 6 hours will be dedicated to technology which will also be job-embedded throughout the year   
TEXTBOOK:
Title 1 Funds were provided to supplement our current textbooks

          in the areas of reading and math   

B. AREAS ADDRESSED:  

Our school has continued to enhance Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment. The following is an overview of items addressed, implemented and/or completed:

MAP Assessment administered in math/reading during the fall, winter, and spring for all students.  

MAP results reviewed with the SBDM Council fall, winter, and spring. 

Think Link Predictive Assessment System administered to sixth grade students fall, winter, and spring in reading and math.

Think Link Predictive Assessment administered to seventh grade students fall, winter, and spring in reading, math, science, and practical living/vocational studies. 

Think Link Predictive Assessment administered to eighth grade students fall, winter, and spring in reading, math, social studies, and arts/humanities.  

Think Link results reviewed with SBDM Council fall, winter, and spring.  

          KCCT data analysis completed school-wide, by each department    

          and reviewed with the SBDM Council

          EXPLORE classes taught to all 8th grade classes

          EXPLORE data reviewed with SBDM Council

NCLB data reviewed with SBDM Council

Job Embedded PD implemented monthly – focus on curriculum, instruction, assessment, and technology
GRECC employees were utilized to teach lessons that incorporated HOT questions while Alton’s teachers observed

Alton teachers observed TE in action at LTE 

HOT workshop was conducted with follow-up from WKU

Individual Learning Plans (ILP’s) created for all students/Student and parent ILP night hosted 

Safe School simulations conducted 


Reading/Match Coaches hired to assist with the implementation of
          KSI/RTI 
          Behavior Interventionist utilized to implement PBIS school wide 

          and to work with individual students/teams as needed.  


Discovery class implemented in daily schedule in the form of 


remediation/enrichment – Alton’s response to intervention

Student recognition assemblies held quarterly

Character Education program expanded with monthly student recognition

Common assessments were administered in all content areas and monitored for necessary adjustments in curriculum, instruction, and assessment. 

All common assessments went through a quality control process to determine alignment with standards – each content area was assigned to an administrator
Common Planning was instituted twice a month in order for teachers to work in grade level PLC’s
District wide PLD days initiated – these have turned out to be extremely beneficial for our teachers

District Learning Checks aligned with district pacing guides were administered in the fall and winter for reading and math 

Professional Learning Community work continued with the leadership team and team leaders reading Rick DuFour’s book:  “Raising the Bar and Closing the Gap” 
The four questions for success became the focus of all PLC meetings and was documented weekly in team minutes
Approximately 85% of classrooms implemented objectives aligned with standards and written in student friendly language

Walk through observations continued with IPAD being utilized for additional data collection/feedback between administrators/teachers
CIA binders were completed in all content areas 

Data was entered on all common assessments through the use 

of a performance calculator.  

Teachers analyzed common assessment data via the use of a unit reflection sheet.  All binders were reviewed by an administrator with feedback provided to teachers
PAYDAY incentive continued and 221 students were rewarded at the end of the school year with a trip to Holiday World.  Checkbook registers were donated by the Fort Knox Federal Credit Union

Two holiday dinners were hosted for families

Activities were coordinated for our school community through our Family Resource Youth Service Center 

Individual conferences held with ALL students to set KCCT goals

Archery Program expanded with students competing at the state level.  

SECOND CHANCE program continued – “Not Doing IS NOT an Option!”
Parents/Teachers/Students for Progress (PTSP) held quarterly meetings that focused on student and school-wide needs

          Breakfast of Champions hosted prior to testing with 

          Congressman Brett Guthrie and Vine Grove mayor, Blake Proffitt 

          as guest speakers
College night hosted for students/parents by our resource center with KHEAA presiding
          Transition activities continued with feeder elementary and high 

          Schools – I.e. Operation Middle School for incoming 6th graders 
          and visit to North Hardin for freshman


Monthly technology training implemented for faculty/staff 

          members utilizing district technology integration specialists
 C/D.  SUCCESSES and ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

Student Attendance for school year: 96%
Teacher attendance for school year: 91%
EXPLORE – Composite score indicates that students falling below benchmark decreased by 6% (09 was 49 – 10 was 43)
EXPLORE – Percentage of students “college ready” exceeded national benchmarks 

EXPLORE – Alton students were above national benchmarks in English and reading

EXPLORE – Alton students were above the state in all areas 

EXPLORE – Alton students scored higher than the national average in all areas except for English were we were equal to the nation 

EXPLORE – Alton was #1 in the district in all areas (we tied for 1st in English with WHMS)  

NCLB – in Reading missed AMO by only 3.39% (P/D was 69.41% and AMO was 72.80%)
NCLB – in Math exceeded AMO by 3.54% (P/D was 61.79% and AMO was 58.25%)
RTI – of the 8th graders being assisted in Reading, 82% showed improvement
RTI – of the 6th graders being assisted in Math, 63% showed improvement
MAP data indicates that Novices in Reading were reduced from 42% to 22%
PBIS Data reflects 162 fewer referrals in 2010 as compared to 2009, which is approximately a decrease by 14%
JLC Project Pass class created with National Recognition being hosted in Hardin County
Project Lead the Way grant awarded to Alton

Twenty students received all DISTINGUISHED on the 2009-10 KCCT and were honored at a “Distinguished Dinner” at Gallotta’s restaurant on post
School-wide Title 1 

Comprehensive School Improvement Plan reviewed and amended 

Forty students qualified for DUKE TIP

ILP’s were completed on all students

School-wide read project, “Schooled,” continued for the second year  
     Holiday assistance provided to families in need

Hands-on Student Simulation (HOSS) instruction provided by the Kentucky Crime Prevention Coalition for 8th grade students

Collaboration with Fort Knox and Dever’s Teen Center continued with monthly calendars being sent to parents

Fifty eight parents, grandparents, and community members attended a Veteran’s Day luncheon and program.

Volunteers donated approximately 63.50 hours of their time.

Academic Team placed 1st overall, 1st in Quick Recall, and 1st in Future Problem Solving in district competition
KeeHup Yong placed 2nd and Robert Lemons placed 3rd in science during district Academic Team competition

Matt Wagner placed 2nd and Robert Lemons placed 3rd in math during district Academic Team competition

Noah Stevens placed 2nd in Arts/Humanities and 1st in social studies during district Academic Team competition

Alton’s Academic Team placed 3rd in Regional Academic Team competition
Alton’s Quick Recall Team placed 3rd in Regional Academic Team competition

Matthew Wagner placed 3rd in math assessment during regional Academic Team competition

Robert Lemons placed 3rd in science assessment during regional Academic Team competition

Noah Stevens placed 1st in social studies assessment during regional Academic Team competition
                Matt Wagner, Robert Lemons, and Noah Stevens advanced to 

                State academic team competition


       Students attending Kentucky United Nations Assembly placed 

                first for their cultural display

Reading Competition organized between J. T. Alton and T. K Stone which resulted in JTA students reading 134,355 minutes in four weeks and JTA faculty/staff reading 49,394 minutes in four weeks.  JTA won the faculty/staff portion of the competition

Alton began the process to implement a STEM program

Fifty-seven students were recommended to the Governor’s Minority Student College Preparation Program
JTA Digital Photograph class competed at the state level with three Alton student’s photography being placing: 
Kristen Moreland - 1st place for Graphic Design, 2nd place in     

Original Photo 

Kelly Loewen - 1st Place for Original Photo


      Jillian Shufelt - Honorable Mention in Manipulated Photo

                  JTA was recognized as a GOLD school in the 2010-2011 
                school year for our participation with the STLP organization. 

Seven students scored proficient and 15 scored distinguished at the KMEA Solo and Ensemble Festival

Four 7th graders and 8 8th graders made All-District Band 

Four students participated in a community service project through JLC 

Team Newsletters sent to parents via email every two weeks 

8th grade Colonial Fair hosted for school community

Team parent nights continued with an 8th grade end of the year cookout hosted for students/parents

School community collected and donated 815.00 to the Susan G. Komen for the Cure in honor of one of our teachers that was diagnosed with breast cancer

161 hats and $432.08 collected and donated to Heavenly Hats – an additional cancer project in honor of an Alton teacher
Seventeen students and families were assisted during the holiday season

Souper Bowl of Caring Community service project implemented with items collected and 25 plus care packages sent to soldiers associated with our school community (Money was donated from various organizations to cover the cost of postage) 
JTA students participated in the Student Technology Leadership Program (STLP) fall showcase at Western Kentucky University

Alison Sanders, art teacher, organized Alton’s first annual art showcase

Speech/Drama Club organized with two students qualifying for state competition.  Kira Shelby placed 5th, Hannah Thompson and Sophie Lilygreen made finals and placed third in a duo event during speech competition at Western Kentucky University
Evan Newton placed 2nd in the woodworking division of the BETA convention and qualified for nationals
Cameron Savage, an 8th grade student, was selected ALL-STATE in middle school football

JTA Chain Links Club continued to implement activities related to Rachel’s Challenge

JTA wrestlers took 1st place in the district and third in the region.  

Nine JTA wrestlers competed in the state tournament and took 1st place with individual awards going to Jacob Burroughs – 1st,  Trevor Edmonson – 2nd, Brandon Leak – 3rd, and Alan Jarow – 4th
                Jake Burroughs finished second in the 140-pound weight 

                Class at the Kentucky State Wrestling Association Middle 

                School Tournament 

                Victoria Heeman, Kyra Malloy, and Yvonne Smallwood were 
                awarded certificates of recognition for their participation in the 
                Adopt a Highway Poster Contest

Alton’s G/T students received honorable mention in Reel Action prevention of underage drinking video contest


      Alton’s KYA members were recognized for the accomplishments 


      at the May board meeting: 



Kylie Nethers – Outstanding Speaker/Bill Passed House/


          Senate


Alexis Shelby – Outstanding Speaker 

    Noah Stevens – Appointed to Leadership Committee 


Robert Lemons – Bill passed House/Senate


Jacob Burroughs – Bill passed House/Senate

    Tavius McNair – Bill passed House/Senate

    Winslow Borzotra – Bill passed House/Senate

    Kennedy Morillo – Article published in KYA 

Twenty-one 8th grade students applied to receive a KMSA scholarship.  KeeHup Yong and Samantha Hudson were two of three recipients of $100.00 savings bond from Region 2

Kim Gibson, science teacher, was the recipient of several 

Donor’s Choose classroom grants

Amanda Minnich – 8th grade social studies teacher advanced to Phase II of the Excel award
Amanda Minnich was a recipient of the Campbellsville’s Excellence in Teaching award

Alton educators:  Sylvia Stuckey and Katie Daugherty presented at the Hardin County Technology Fair – topic:  Digital Art

Ben Stewart and Jessica Warren presented at the Hardin County Technology Fair – topic:  CPS Student Response System

Greg Sutton and Jeff Lowman were asked to present at the KY-PBIS Network Conference

Trivia:  During the 2009-10 school year – library checkouts indicated that 9,115 books were checked out – that’s one book every 8.5 seconds!  
 
      Data continues to be collected and analyzed on a consistent 

               basis with SIG Grant reporting continuing into 2011-12…


      We are anxious to utilize our 30 new laptops as we strive to 

                meet the needs of 21st century learners…
Our 2011-12 SBDM Council will be composed of the following     individuals:

     Jama Bennett                           Principal/Chair

     Katie Daugherty                        Teacher

     Dan Mahon                               Teacher

     Mark Roberts                            Teacher

     Elizabeth Atcher                        Parent

     Hoe Inn Yong                             Parent 

     We look forward to continued collaboration as our faculty and staff            

     strive to do “whatever it takes” to help ALL of our students 

     experience success.    

     Respectfully submitted, 

    Jama Bennett

    SBDM Chair

