August 18, 2011

This is a decision paper

To:



Members of the Hardin County School Board

From:



Nannette Johnston, Superintendent

Subject:
The use of commercial carrier for an overnight WorldStrides Heritage Choral Festival held in St. Louis, MO.

Request:
The Central Hardin Choral program is requesting to travel via commercial bus to the Heritage Choral Festival. This trip relates directly to instruction and will be from April 20-22.

Trip description and Purpose
The Central Hardin High School Choral Department has built a reputation of excellence since 2008.  Our Top Choir has received distinguished ratings at the local level and achieved state recognition every year since.  One of the key reasons for the success of our students is the exposure to new and valuable learning environments

Members of the Advanced Choir and Advanced Women’s Choir will attend the music festival.   We will depart for the festival on Friday morning April 20th at 6am and remain until Sunday Morning April 22, 2012 and return approximately 3pm.    Over the past years our members have distinguished themselves at the regional level several times and have represented Central Hardin High School at the State level as well.  

Educational Objectives

There are several educational objectives for this trip. 

1. Performance in a National Music Festival

2. Positive, constructive adjudication with taped and written comments

3. On-stage Mini Clinic

4. Opportunity for directors to earn professional development points

5. Opportunity for students to earn one semester of performing arts credit

Preliminary Itinerary

The preliminary itinerary this year is based on the information given by Heritage Music Festival

Friday, April 20


Leave for St. Louis, 6am





Heritage Music Festival Begins





*Adjudicated Performances

Saturday, April 21

Heritage Music Festival continues

Warm-up, *Adjudicated Performance, On Stage Mini-Clinic, Group Photos, Awards Ceremony and Dinner at Six Flags


Sunday, April 22


Check out of hotel and depart for Kentucky





Arrive home approximately 3:30pm

*Performance day depends on registration time.  

List of Students and Teachers in Attendance

The members that will be in attendance will be those who have auditioned for entrance into the top performing groups, a total of 54 people. Samantha Taylor, Choir Director and several volunteer parents will accompany the students.
Mode of Travel and Financing of the Trip

Choir members will be attending the festival via a charter bus provided by WorldStrides Heritage Performance programs and will stay in the hotel (Crowne Plaza St. Louis Airport) provided by the same company.  Members that attend the festival will be responsible for paying for the cost of the trip, but will have the opportunity through fundraisers to reduce the cost of the trip.  Central Hardin Choir Boosters will also help out on funding as needed.  Total cost of the trip per student is approximately $300.  Director and two chaperones are eligible to receive free lodging due to the discount program provided by WorldStrides Heritage Performance programs.  

Recommendation:

I recommend the board approve the request.

Recommended Motion:
I move that the board approve the request from the CHHS 


Choral Department to attend the WorldStrides Heritage Choral Festival held in St. Louis, MO, via commercial carrier.

