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On Saturday April 29, 2006, the PAC presented Vicki Lawrence and Mama: A Two Woman Show as its final production for the 2005 – 06 season.  Tickets for the show went on sale in mid August of 2005 and by mid September, the show was sold out.  The PAC had never experienced a sell out so quickly and with the show not taking place for another seven months, many would-be patrons had to be turned away when they called in January, February and March only to find out that all seats had been reserved months before!

What was the draw?   Emmy Award winning comedienne Vicki Lawrence, one of the most beloved television personalities of her generation.    Ms. Lawrence created the character “Mama” in 1974 and recently became convinced that the time was right to take Mama out of the closet, dust off her sensible shoes and hit the road with her new touring production, Vicki Lawrence and Mama: A Two-Woman Show.  

In Vicki’s own words: “I think people will get a kick out of the things Mama has an opinion about.  We’re creating new material with a more modern and cutting edge.  Where Mama is concerned, expect the unexpected.  There’s really nothing she can’t do,” she says.  “I hope people will be pleasantly surprised by a side of Vicki they may never have seen…I know they will be looking forward to Mama, and for her part, that crazy old gal will be up to the challenge.” 

Vicki performed before 711 patrons in the “packed PAC” and was the headlining event of the season.  Admissions garnered $11,985 and sponsorships from The News Enterprise, Cecilian Bank and First Federal Bank contributed $7000 more. The cost to bring in a show of this caliber totaled $20,962. Though these numbers seem great, the event did produce a net loss of $1977. Although not the optimum outcome, this represents a marked decline in the net loss for a headlining season event.  For comparison sake, Ronnie McDowell, the headlining act in 2005, cost $26,000 to present, with ticket sales and grant funding totaling $11,940 and $1200, respectively, for a net loss of $13,160. 

