DECISION PAPER

TO:              Hardin County Board of Education

FROM:      Richard Hughes, Ed.D.

DATE:       June 6, 2006

SUBJECT:    Literacy Empowerment Foundation Matching Books Grant. 

REQUEST

This is to request permission for Hardin County Elementary Schools be permitted to apply for the Literacy Empowerment Foundation Matching Books Grant.

DISCUSSION

The Literacy Empowerment Foundation (LEF) has increased the size of the matching grants available to $10,000.00 per school.  A school can now order $20,000.00 worth of books and pay only $10,000.00.  (Any amount purchased from $100.00 to $10,000.00 will be matched.)  

Here are the details: The Matching Book Grant Program offers Guided Reading and Independent Reading Collections. Guided Reading Collections consist of six copies each of eighteen titles. Independent Reading Collections consist of one copy each of 108 titles.  With each set of Guided Reading and/or Independent Reading Collections purchased at the regular price, an additional set of books will be included.  

The Literacy Empowerment Foundation (LEF) is a 501(c) 3 nonprofit organization.  LEF currently supplies books to over 20,000 schools.  The number of books available in the Matching Book Grant Program has increased dramatically. Matching Book Grants allow your school to double its purchasing power.  This is a limited time offer that requires no special screening or applications. 

This grant requires a match of 50% from the school.  The school purchases a certain dollar amount of books and then receives that same dollar amount in additional books.  The deadline is July 15, 2006.

The website that provides the information for order is:

http://www.colorcodedbooks.org/
RECOMMENDATION:

The Coordinator of Grant Applications & Reporting recommends that the Hardin County Elementary Schools be allowed to apply for the Literacy Empowerment Foundation Matching Books Grant.

RECOMMENDED MOTION:

I move to allow Hardin County Elementary Schools to apply for the Literacy Empowerment Foundation Matching Books Grant.

