Dawson Springs Independent Schools
Advanced Coursework Plan

Introduction
In 2025, KRS 158.6453 was amended to require districts to develop a district plan establishing clear policies on the promotion of advanced coursework or accelerated learning in language arts, mathematics, social studies, and science by grade level for students in grades four to twelve.


Definitions
“Accelerated learning” means an organized way of helping students meet individual academic goals by providing direct instruction to eliminate student performance deficiencies or enable students to move more quickly through course requirements and pursue higher level skill development.

“Advanced coursework” means educational programs or opportunities designed to challenge students with more rigorous content beyond the standard curriculum, including but not limited to advanced placement, International Baccalaureate, and honors courses.

“Differentiation” means tailoring instruction and learning experiences to meet the needs of students.


Advanced Coursework Placement
Local school SBDM policy will determine student placement in advanced coursework. School decision-making can include many factors in determining student placement, including, but not limited to: universal screener data, state assessment data, grades or teacher recommendation.

The variety of advanced courses offered by a school and the number of sections of each of those courses remain a local school decision, guided by the school’s policy and student identification.


Grades 4-5

In grades 4-5, DSISD will offer advanced coursework in language arts and math. Schools have the option to offer advanced coursework in the primary Tier 1 classroom and/or acceleration during WIN What I Need Time as a part of the daily regular schedule. There are no guaranteed accelerated options for grades 4-5 in science and social studies.






Grades 6-8

In grades 6-8, students will be offered advanced coursework in the core areas of language arts, math, science and social studies, through “accelerated” sections of those classes.



Grades 9-12

In grades 9-12, students will be offered advanced coursework in language arts, math, science, and social studies. Classes are offered in a variety of honors, accelerated, and college dual credit. Other advanced classes are offered in a variety of career and technical education pathways.




Gifted and Talented Students


The district’s gifted and talented coordinator shall be responsible for collaborating with schools and families to implement the gifted and talented requirements from KRS 158.6453.

The district plan shall require that the service delivery options for students identified as gifted and talented in language arts, mathematics, social studies, and science include the following for each grade level and subject area: 

a. i. Accelerated learning; or 
   ii. Advanced coursework; 

and 


· Accelerated learning; or
· Advanced coursework; and
· At least one (1) of the following service delivery options:
· Collaborative teaching and consultation services;
· Special counseling services;
· Differentiated study experiences for individuals and cluster groups in the regular classroom;
· Distance learning;
· Enrichment services that are not extracurricular during the school day;
· Independent study;
· Mentorships;
· Resource services delivered in a pull-out classroom or other appropriate instructional setting;
· Seminars;
· Travel study options; or
· Special schools or self-contained classrooms for students in grades four (4) through twelve (12) only.
Declination of Services

Written consent will be required from a parent or guardian of a student to withdraw or exclude a student that is eligible for advanced coursework according to the district plan. If a student requests to withdraw from advanced coursework to pursue another educational opportunity, a principal may withdraw the student without written consent from a parent or guardian only after a good faith attempt to contact the parent or guardian is unsuccessful (HB 190 Section 21(c)(3)).

A principal may withdraw a student from advanced coursework without written consent from his or her parent or guardian if the student’s participation has an adverse educational impact on a student, including interference with his or her career pathway, access to career and technical education coursework, or another educational opportunity (HB 190 Section 21(c)(4)).


