
https://www.greensboro.com/sports/high-school/baseball/nchsaa-addresses-home-schooled-and-

transgender-students-with-new-policies/article_0abca4ea-6c43-11e9-bccc-7f4eccf1e91e.html

NCHSAA addresses home-schooled and
transgender students with new policies
By Joe Sirera joe.sirera@greensboro.com  15 hrs ago

https://www.greensboro.com/sports/high-school/baseball/nchsa…ew-policies/article_0abca4ea-6c43-11e9-bccc-7f4eccf1e91e.html 5/2/19, 6C11 AM
Page 1 of 7



The N.C. High School Athletic Association approved two significant policy
changes related to inclusiveness and addressed a rise in the number of ejections
at its spring board of directors meeting today. Here's a quick look at the
highlights:

HOME-SCHOOLED STUDENTS: (see attached pdf of the new policy, with
changes in red) The NCHSAA voted to allow home-schooled students to
participate in athletics for their "base school" (the one where they are enrolled)
and students "must participate in a class schedule that is at least one half of the
school's instructional day," according to the association's handbook. Some of
those classes may be taken online, but "at least one class must be on campus
each semester or meet the LEA (school district's) requirements."

Home-schooled students also must pass all classes in which they are enrolled at
the "base school" and have documentation of their status as approved home-
schoolers from the N.C. Division of Non-Public Education.
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TRANSGENDER STUDENTS: (see attached pdf of the new policy) If a
student wishes to participate in athletics for a NCHSAA school and their
"gender identity differs from the gender listed on the student's certificate of
birth," the NCHSAA Handbook reads, the student must submit a Gender
Identity Request Form that documents that the request is "based on the gender
identification of that student in the current school records and in daily life
activities in the school and community."

The request must also include documentation of medications, interventions and
a written verification from an "appropriate healthcare professional." The request
will be handled by the NCHSAA's new Gender Identity Committee, which will
include a current member of the board of directors, a school district or school
administrator, a physician "with experience in gender identity health care and/or
World Professional Association of Transgender Health (WPATH) Standards of
Care" and a psychiatrist, psychologist or licensed health professional familiar
with the WPATH.

 Download PDF
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INCREASED EJECTIONS: Through last week there were 906 ejections from
NCHSAA contests during the 2018-19 school year. That is up from 738 for the
entire 2017-18 school year.
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The greatest number of ejections this year have been for profanity. The total of
341 is more than double the 153 profanity-related ejections for 2017-18, but the
NCHSAA board says that increase is a product of stricter enforcement by
officials.

"The profanity issue is at the forefront," said Sandy George, president of the
NCHSAA's board and principal at Mount Airy. "We're not going to tolerate that
and (the increased emphasis) is part of the reason" for the rise in ejections.

There also have been 282 ejections for fighting during the 2018-19 school year,
up from 210 in 2017-18. "The fighting is absolutely out of hand," George added.
The bulk of the fighting ejections in 2018 involved eight football teams:
Charlotte Independence, East Mecklenburg, Greenville Conley, Harrisburg
Hickory Ridge, Mint Hill Rocky River, Wilson Fike, Wilson Hunt and
Winterville South Central.

ALSO: The NCHSAA's full membership will vote Thursday on Haywood
County's final appeal to allow Tuscola to compete in Class 2-A instead of Class
3-A for the final two years of the current realignment cycle, based on a decline
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Joe Sirera

in enrollment at the Waynesville school. The vote will take place during the
NCHSAA's Annual Meeting in Chapel Hill.

Contact Joe Sirera at 336-373-7034, and follow @JoeSireraNR on Twitter.
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