NELSON COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT

TITLE I PARENT INVOLVEMENT POLICY

This policy and the plan to implement it have been developed jointly and in agreement with, and will be distributed to, parents of students participating in the Title I program.

Expectations for Parent Involvement

The Nelson County School District will be governed by the following statutory definition of parent involvement, and expects its Title I schools to carry out programs and activities in accordance with this definition:

Parental Involvement means the participation of parents in regular, two-way, and meaningful communication involving student academic learning and other school activities to ensure that parents play an integral role in assisting their child’s learning and are actively involved in their child’s education at school.  Additionallly, parents are full partners in their child’s education and should be included, as appropriate, in decision-making and on advisory committees to assist in the education of their child.

The Nelson County School District will work with its schools to ensure that the required school-level parent involvement policies and compacts meet the Title I requirements.
Support for Program

If the Nelson County District’s Title I allocation is $500,000 or more, the Nelson County District must reserve one percent (1%) of its allocation for the purpose of promoting parent involvement.  Parents of participating students shall be provided the opportunity to help decide how this portion of the Title I funds will be used through consultation with the Nelson County Title I Parent Advisory Council and each school’s Site Base Decision Making Council (SBDM).
The Nelson County District will provide coordination, technical assistance, and other training necessary to assist schools in planning and implementing effective parent involvement activities.  These measures may include, but shall not be limited to, the following:


1. Providing opportunities for parents to be involved in the development and review of the school 
and district 

Comprehensive Improvement Plans by participating in SBDM committees and 
advisory councils
2.  Designating  resources to assist in communication with parents, transporting them to meeting sites and/or implementing home visits, providing child-care for meetings, encouraging them to use available parent resource centers and working with them to improve parenting skills, particularly those that will assist them in working with their child to improve his/her educational achievements.  Resources may include individuals, agencies, materials and services.

3.  Sharing options for coordination and integrating Title I program strategies with services of other community programs, businesses and agencies
4.  Designing and conducting an effective annual evaluation process whereby parents can share their ideas about the content and effectiveness of this policy and the plan designed to implement it.  The process shall focus on the following questions:

· Has the academic quality of the school improved?

· Does this policy increase parent participation?

· What barriers to parent participation still exist and how can they be reduced or removed?

The findings produced by the annual evaluation shall be utilized to design the strategies for school improvement and for revising this policy, if necessary.  

5.   Designing activities and materials for parents that are conducive to reaching and involving those who are economically disadvantaged, are disabled, have limited English proficiency, have limited literacy, or are of any ethnic minority background.

School Policy

Each school shall submit their Title I Parent Involvement Policy and Parent School Compact, which must meet all NCLB requirements, to the superintendent and Board for review. This policy and compact shall be developed jointly with and distributed to parents of participating students.  

A copy of each school’s parent involvement policy and school compact shall be kept on file in the Central Office.
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