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Football: State champion Pahokee must
vacate state title, FHSAA says
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Pahokee will be forced to give up the state football championship it won just
last month, the School District of Palm Beach County confirmed Thursday.
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Pahokee won the Class 1A state football championship last month, but will be forced to vacate the
title because of an ineligible player. (Photo by Allen Eyestone)

The Florida High School Athletic Association told the district that Pahokee
must vacate the Class 1A state championship it won in December due to its
use of an ineligible player.

[Photos from Pahokee’s appearance in the state title game]

The school district said it will appeal the FHSAA's decision once a formal
ruling has come down, which is expected by the end of the week.

“This is a disappointing turn of events that will be felt throughout our entire
community,” Pahokee principal Michael Aronson said in a letter to parents that
was posted on Twitter. “This ruling should not detract from the
accomplishments of our students on and off the field.”

Mr. Michael Arcaiscn Dr. Janet Peeples Leslie Cooper-Dusbar Kathy Baich
Principal Asuastani Principal Assistant Principal S50

Pahokee Middle High School
Middle School Campus
goo Larrimore Road
Pahokee, Florida 33476
Telephone: (561) 924-6464

Fax: (561) 924-0411

January 12, 2017
Dear Parents,

The Florida High School Athletic Association has verbally verified to us a pending ruling that will require
us to vacate the Pahokee High School football season and the titie of Class 1A State Champions. We
expect the formal ruling before the end of the week.

This decision comes as a result of an of player p ing in game play. Under
FHSAA rules, high school athistes may only participate in four years of play. A data entry error resulted
in a fifth year of play for an athlete who participated in the championship game

This is a disappointing turn of events that will be feit throughout our entire community. This ruling should

not detract from the accomplishments of our students on and off the field. Every day, and especially now,

we must be Pahokee Proud of our students, We ask that you suppor and encourage our students by
their rk, . and i to their school and community,

You are invited to join us tomorrow evening at 6:00 in the auditorium for a parent meeting (parents of
players only please). The District believes there are extenuating circumstances in this event that will
warrant an appeal to FHSAA. The District will file the appeal within a ten day window after receipt of the
formal ruling and we will keep you apprised of the appeals process

Be assured we will be ining the and pi that resulted in this clerical error. We are
committed to making any and all necessary improvements to ensure this never occurs again

Sincerely,

%

Orson Walkes

unty = an Equal E

Pahokee_MSHS
@Pahokee_MSHS
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Aronson said a data entry error resulted in the fifth year of play for the
ineligible player, who competed in the state championship game.

Under FHSAA rules, high school athletes may only compete in four years of
play.

Pahokee is coming off its best season in recent history, beating Baker 34-21
in the Class 1A state championship game on Dec. 8.

It was the seventh state title for the storied program and first since 2008. The
Blue Devils also beat Glades Central in the Muck Bowl for the first time
since 2008.

“I can be at peace now,” first-year head coach Orson Walkes said after the
title game.

Walkes is Pahokee’s third coach in as many seasons. Blaze Thompson, who
won a pair of state championships in 2007 and 2008, stepped down after
the 2014 season.

Pahokee alumnus and former Wake Forest and NFL cornerback Alphonso
Smith replaced Thompson, but after leading the Blue Devils to a 8-2 record in
the regular season, Smith was removed and ultimately fired following a
Palm Beach County Sheriff’'s Office Investigation.

Click here for the latest updates on this story.
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Muckcity 11 hours ago

I'm a diehard GC fan Maroon & Gold 4 Life. But | got to say this one hurt to see this
community and those players lose their championship like this. Keep your head up .
We will always count it as a championship out here. GC Raider 4 Life!!!

Like Reply

Memories like that can't be erased.
Like Reply

Donnie Hollar from Facebook 14 hours ago

T.j. Garguilo from Facebook 13 hours ago
l They won it on the field and enjoyed the celebration. The kids aren't loosing much.

Probably a 25 year old sophomore
Like Reply

Steve Marshall from Facebook 15 hours ago

o
u They won it on the field
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Chris Edwards from Facebook 16 hours ago
Did the player not know how many years he played?
2 Like Reply
3 Kaycee Wood from Facebook 16 hours ago
Sad for the team I'm sure, but you have to play by the rules.
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Johnathan YahDoe Jenkins 16 hours ago
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RalphBowman 16 hours ago
Did the player violate his parole?
Like Reply
msbossladi 16 hours ago

@RalphBowman Did you? Ignorant pig!

2(g 1 Like Reply

RalphBowman 14 hours ago
@msbossladi @RalphBowman Thanks for the comment.
Here is the headline from 2 stories later:

BREAKING: Former football standout charged with having sex
with minor

Like Reply

Yiannismom 14 hours ago

Wrong and false. If you're going to dig for
information, let it be facts and not rumors. Get it,
got it. Good. It's always the racist one with no profile
pic trolling.
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