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HOW DO WE SCHEDULE FOOTBALL GAMES
WHEN THE CENTRAL CONCERN IS SBAFETY?

OR

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN SOME TEAMS
ARE JUST TOO GOOD?

Sehaduly

. Overthe past5 yeairs, schopls in Northern New Jersey have -
been having diffienlty schedaling foothall games.

~ “Big 5" non-publies plus one!

Bergen Cathelie -
Dron Bosea Prep
Si. Joseph Repional
Parvamius Catholie ™
TraPaul Catholic
-8t. Peter's Prep
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AS aresult of this difficulty, we received ccrrespdndem_:e

. fromsuperntendents saying they would refuse to play the

" Big 5 and would instead forfeit games.
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1n regards do the Adnpinisiretion and Don Bosco Prepalory’s Coxching Sisff, T am formally
regueating that they find & replicement gama in their ichedule, a1 1 refuse to take the finbility for
this egregious tafety sityation ever oecuping kgain on miy waieh,

Sineerely,

Ak Moody
Frinipa! af Operwiiens, Bastside High Sehoc]

kg fizid 2ad the £ocond
sepreass e Fiold Dndo cven pante. T wege Athlesie Dircoturs wind Sipenitidesdeuts who sre
Feusdeazed By thes dispar herpal dimpgery by this preven piaviag field to weigh I
reows il eemeddy the cmvrent siuabion,

Fely,




“Organized statewide committee of public and non-public .
" achools ta discuss issue.

> Appoeinted representatives from all interest groups,
including public, nen-public and choice schools,
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- [NJSTAA: Bergen principals getling a seat at table
BY DAKHEN COGRER o : . :
STAFFWRITER VI RECORD o
ROBBINSVILLE — Heegen oty officials hava complaines the loudest over the yyars Wil
h

(rylng ta el the state tolovel high schend foathall playing fields by ot farcing public sehools to
play against Gye ann's powerhouse non-publicy. . .

“fhose officlils now have a seat st the Vble b ihe ongoing conveisation abbi the No, 1 issue
North Jersey scholiste athliies.

Reaiting t The Record's starivs nn_nnegd rocruitment of hi‘s,h sehioal athletes, Hie Bergen County
Assochution for Sehool Administvators, the Bergen County Peincipaks and Supervisers Association
and Fascaick Vadley superintendent P Bk Gunderson each sent 4 lelter lo NJSIAA executivnd
dirveton Steve Timko. R N

“Timko suidd T tespuintied to the principals wsidation by nviting the g‘m\;p 0 heve & member on
the puplic,innn-pnh]kcmn\mnm: thet 1s hondling issues butwern the tvofuctions, .

“Lgpefully s get somue positive felbinel ind recommenslations tiat core eataf it sid Timkn,
adding that evenhing is on the tuble — incluling a separale footbull confirence forlorgenan- -~ -
poblic schoals, - A y

ey B

- % Out of this commities, legisiation was proposed to
- separate public and non-piiblic schools for sport of
< football. . : T

# The vote passed the membership by a 2-1 margin but
" was vetoed by the Coinmissioner of Education.




“Even assuming that the NJSIAA has demonsirated that -
elite non-public schools must be separated due to
competitiveness and fairness coneerns, this-proposal does
‘not ensure that all other non-public schools will be able to
cuntinue to competa with approprmtc]y matched pubhc

subJects those non—publlc schools to iner eased burdens in
their attempt to pr ovide for full schedules... .
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This is where we are today from a scheduling
perspective:
» Th Centra and South Jersey, publics and non-publics
peacefully schedule and co-exist with each other.”

- v In North Jersey, there is 4 new foothall .confelence of ..
115 schools where no public school plays a non-
public school

» All suplerpower non-publiés piaj! each other.




Problems we still face:

» There are two non-public schools who still refuse to
play their non-public schedules.

> We have public schools who are now refusing to
play nen-publics even if they are in their
eonference. )

% In each of all of these sitnations, schools are using
safety as their basis for not competing.

SSIAA
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* Quandary:
» Pubilic schools refase to p]ajz against non-publics-

% “B+" non-publics refuse to play against "A+” non- .
publies

» Comumissioner of Education mandates integrated

competition.

Sehed

» Can we require schools to play certain epponeﬁts agafinsi:
their will?.

5 What are the Hability implications?”

NESIAA




Sehuchuding

S

o+

Primary tool is conference aligninent;
By mandate of the Conimissioner of Education, leagues and
conferences are integrated, .
spublic/non-pullic

surban/suburban/rural .

. All schools are integrated into appropriate conferences,

ot Ahigrinent

Sebeddy

“Aleague and conference structure that provides epportunity
for healthy athletic competition ameng urban, siburban,

rural and parochial schoels adds substantially to the benefits
derived from sach interaction and serves the interest of
preparing our young people for future invelvement with
persons of diverse socioeconomic, regional, and religious
backgrounds.” - i : -

inre New Jersey Inter.%xihofﬂsiicA{hkzu‘cAssoca’aﬁon_'si’roposed kcuﬁg:llvw;f{s-
of Athletic Ledgues and Conferences; OAL DRocket No. EDU 2561-82.

S ERIELYT Lk

Seheduil

"+ Conference constitutions & bylaws create “contractual”
relationships among member schools.

» NJISIAA has gverseen 5 statewide realignments over past
35 years. S

> Appeals from conference decisions Heard by NJSIAA,

4/13/16




schadulin

A second tool is forfeiture

> School decides whether it will play the game

» Some conferences apply enhanced penalties, to
discourage forfeitures

D'Alessandro: Kearny Tooiball's forfeit against
8L Peter's illustrates contmucd talent gaphctwccn
publics, nnnnpubllcs :

By §ise

“Actually, we don't know when the safety issue isn't valid. Not
even a conch of Hansen's presence can control what goesonin a
77-7 game, which was the score against Memorial High two -
weeks back. The coach used 60 players {including four
quarterbacks) and asked fora J:unnmg clock before halftime,

Whal either team gained from this experience is unclear,”,

(RN

. A third tool is creation of “superconference”
confederations:

+ Nerth Jersey 115
“s West ersey 101

» Shore Conference 43
e . Mid-State 38

+ NJIC 28

» Greater Middiesex 24
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Sehedeling & duperconferen

Superconferencés provide a greater munber of
scheduling options than were previously available,

Schedules can be more finely tuned for:
. peography
» school size
v gtrength of progrém
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5 > Two n{m-pubhc schools are resxslmg their “super canference

demgnatmns

One case has been demded hut the school i not satisfied ;

. One case will be heard Apml 19.

»Two pub]lc schools contiriue ta reﬁlse to play non-public
schools

- ‘The tort duty tc “to properly match and equate coppetitors
for competmon requires “placing athletes in direct
competition, in contact and nen-contact sports, with other
athletes of similar age, size, mental and physical maturity,
experience, and skitl level in training sesswns and

: compahtmns

n‘«Typue,'AJ. (1985). Sever major legul duties of @ coach. Journal of
Piysical Education, Recreation and Dance, 60(7}, 71-75

Sehwarz, T.C. (1996). Coaches and Hability: preventing fitigation
through the fege! duties of coddiies. Docloral dassm'r(mm:, Washington
Statz University, USA,




This predicament of the level pléying field. will alwéys be
‘with us. - 0

The change now is the heighte,ned' coricern for safety, and
nse of “safety” as an excnse for refusing to play.

s theré a-way to develop a formula for determini:ng when'
_an elite team has become too good? ’

1s there a way to determine when a football game is uiisafe?

STEVEN J. TIMXO
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