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Item #  ____________________________
Meeting Date  7/28/2014
Topic/Title   Early Head Start – Child Care Partnership Grant_____
Presenter  __________________________________________________
Origin

______ Topic presented for information only (no board action required).

__  __    Action requested at this meeting.

__ X  _  Item is on the consent agenda for approval.

______  Action requested at future meeting, ___________________(date).
Background/Summary of Information
Through the Early Head Start—Child Care Partnership Grant, OVEC will partner with 12 private child care providers in the region to expand Early Head Start services and improve the quality of existing early childhood programs.  Potential partners include STARS-rated child care providers in OVEC counties with significant numbers of unserved children:  Bullitt, Franklin, Henry, Oldham, Shelby, and Spencer Counties. 

Partnering providers will commit to enroll a minimum of 8 children, who are eligible for Early Head Start.  Through grant resources, OVEC will compensate providers for year-round center-based services. Providers will implement direct educational services to children with their staff and at their facility.  As with OVEC’s existing Early Head Start program, a team of family advocates will connect these new Early Head Start families with resources for meeting the developmental and health needs of the whole-child.   

OVEC will support providers in attaining a quality commensurate with Early Head Start performance standards.  Providers will attain this quality in all of their infant and toddler classrooms and other center areas used by infants and toddlers (e.g., playground).  An additional objective of the grant will be to lead providers to improve their STARS ratings.  Through leadership and financial resources, OVEC will guide providers through forthcoming changes to the STARS program that are the result of Kentucky’s Race to the Top—Early Learning Challenged grant award.      

The expanded access to Early Head Start will directly affect 112 children and their families, while the improved quality of centers will benefit over 1,200 children enrolled in partnering providers’ centers.  The overarching goal of these direct services and shared benefits is to help children and their families reach Kindergarten readiness.

Impact on Resources (REQUIRES FINANCE OFFICER’S INITIALS OF REVIEW)
___  Finance Officer   
SUPERINTENDENT’S RECOMMENDATION

Recommend approval to pursue this grant through OVEC.

.
