KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

STAFF NOTE

Action/Discussion Item:
Kentucky Teaching Conditions Standards
Applicable Statute or Regulation:

KRS 156.557, 703 KAR 5:225, 704 KAR 3:345
Action Question:

Should the Kentucky Board of Education (KBE) approve the Kentucky Teaching Conditions Standards?
History/Background:

Existing Policy.  At the April 4, 2012 meeting, the final report on the 2011 TELL Kentucky Survey and activities related to the use of the survey data in Kentucky districts and schools was presented.   The report contained six recommendations:

1. Support schools and districts in understanding and improving teaching conditions.

2. Help school leadership establish positive teaching and learning conditions.

3. Support schools in engaging the broader community in efforts to understand and improve working conditions.
4. Ensure that every new teacher is inducted into the profession and receives more frequent support to improve instruction.

5. Continue to provide systemic opportunities for teachers to grow professionally and participate in decisions that impact their schools and classrooms.

6. Use the TELL Kentucky Teaching Conditions Survey and other mechanisms to collect educators’ views on teaching and learning conditions to inform local and state human capital decisions.

The first step in addressing the recommendations listed above is the development of state standards for teaching conditions so that districts and schools understand the key elements of building a positive school climate.
The Kentucky Department of Education used the North Carolina Teaching Conditions Standards as a model to develop a working draft of teaching conditions standards for Kentucky.  The standards are organized around the areas in the Teaching Conditions Survey (i.e., use of time, facilities/resources, community support and involvement, managing student conduct, teacher leadership, school leadership, professional development, and instructional practices/support).  
Once the working draft was developed, the TELL Kentucky Teaching Conditions Advisory Team then reviewed and made recommendations to the TELL KY Coalition of Partners on the standards. The Advisory Team is made up of representatives from the Kentucky Department of Education, Kentucky School Boards Association, Kentucky Chamber of Commerce, Education Professional Standards Board, Kentucky Education Association, Kentucky Association of School Councils, Kentucky Association of School Administrators, Kentucky Association of School Superintendents, Jefferson County Teachers’ Association and a local superintendent and administrator.  

The TELL KY Coalition of Partners has approved the TELL Kentucky Teacher Working Conditions.  The TELL KY Coalition of Partners includes representatives from the same groups as the Advisory Team and also the Office of the Governor, the Kentucky Board of Education, Kentucky Council on Postsecondary Education, Kentucky PTA, Legislative Research Commission, Office of Education Accountability, Partnership for Successful Schools, Spalding University, legislators and principals.
Staff Recommendation(s) and Rationale(s) 
Staff recommends that the Kentucky Board of Education approve the Kentucky Teaching Conditions Standards.  By documenting and analyzing how educators view critical teaching and learning conditions, the TELL KY Survey data and these standards provide each Kentucky school with guidance and data for ongoing improvement planning processes in schools, school districts and at the state level. The Kentucky Teaching Conditions Standards will serve as a tool for principal growth through the Professional Growth and Effective System and for district and school improvement planning.  In addition, in Priority and Focus Schools, the recommendation is for these standards to be used to provide educators with a clearer understanding of what policies and practices should be in place to ensure teacher effectiveness.

Impact on Getting to Proficiency:

To help students become college and career ready, every student must be taught by an effective teacher and every school led by an effective leader.  
Groups Consulted and Brief Summary of Responses
TELL KY Coalition of Partners

TELL KY Advisory Team

These groups support the Kentucky Teaching Conditions Standards.
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