KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

STAFF NOTE

Action/Discussion Item:
Safe Schools Week Proclamation and the Anti-Bullying Pledge 
Applicable Statute or Regulation:

KRS 158.440-.446
Action Question:  

Should the board approve and sign a proclamation (attached) declaring October 21-27, 2012 as Safe Schools Week, and encourage support for the Kentucky Center for School Safety’s (KCSS) pledge against bullying?  
History/Background: 

Existing Policy. The KCSS is committed to eradicating bullying across the Commonwealth, both within and outside of schools, via face-to-face communication or technology.  To that end, this year’s Safe Schools Week is designed to call attention to this critical topic.   

Safe Schools Week will be October 21-27, 2012, and the theme is “BULLYING: Be Part of the Cure”.  The campaign emphasizes the part each individual can play in stopping this harmful, disease-like malady from becoming viral. During the week, each student and staff member will be empowered to become a part of the cure, helping to do their part to stop bullying and create a safe, respectful climate in their school.  Adults and students alike will be asked to take a pledge against bullying, which appears below and will be available electronically at the following web address:

https://www.kycss.org/bullycure/index.php
I pledge to do my part to STOP BULLYING by: 

-C aring more; Considering others' feelings
-U nderstanding all; Appreciating others' differences
-R especting myself; Learning to respect myself and others
-E ducating others; Sharing that I will not bully or allow it

The Center is requesting that the board sign a proclamation declaring October 21-27, 2012 Safe Schools Week, and to lend its support for the anti-bullying message and pledge that will be focus of this year’s campaign.  Jon Akers, Executive Director of KCSS, and Karen McCuiston, Director of the KCSS Resource Center, will be present at the October meeting to address this request.
Staff Recommendation(s) and Rationale:
Staff recommends signing the proclamation and supporting the KCSS’s anti-bullying pledge.  This action will support the board’s position of zero tolerance for bullying.
Impact on Getting to Proficiency:
Bullying creates an environment of fear and destroys the safe and welcoming atmosphere all students need to be successful.  Students cannot fully concentrate on learning if they must be concerned each day about the immediate threat of bullying.  Supporting these actions to reduce the likelihood of bullying will increase student learning.  
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